
                                                                                 
 

The Pastor’s Pen… 
 

“Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your 
prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks.” 
 

Philippians 4:6 CEB 
 
After all the discussions and decisions and 
anxiety of General Conference, we all wonder, 
“what next?” I’m not sure of all the 
implications of what has happened, yet. We’ll 
figure it out. But no matter what, I know that 
God is walking with us. If we are open to and 
willing to accept God’s guidance, then we will 
be able to forge ahead into the future, 
whatever that looks like. 
 

As always, keep the focus on the mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. That’s why we 
exist as a church. That’s what our task is in 
the world. No matter what structure the 
church does or doesn’t take, that does not 
change. 
 

I think of the hymn that goes, “I am the 
church, you are the church, we are the church 
together.” Let it be so. God is with us. We are 
not alone. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Brian 
 

 

 
 
The Southside Clergy Association will be 
having Lenten Services at various local 
churches beginning on Ash Wednesday, 
March 6, 2019.  These brief services will begin 
at 12:00 Noon and will be followed by a light 
lunch.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

March 6, 2019 
South Hill UMC 

Preaching – Rev. Brian Siegle 
 

March 13, 2019 
Trinity Episcopal Church 

Preaching – Rev. Paul Sciotto 
 

March 20, 2019 
Gethsemane Baptist Church 

Preaching – Rev. Pam Tinker 
 

March 27, 2019 
Good Shepherd Catholic Church 

Preaching – Father Mooney 
 

April 3, 2019 
Jerusalem Baptist Church 

Preaching – Rev. Joanne Bedford 
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2019 General Conference passes 
Traditional Plan 

 

After hours of delaying tactics by opponents, the United 
Methodist General Conference 2019 delegates passed 
The Traditional Plan 438 to 384. 
 

A last-ditch effort to bring the One Church Plan back 
was defeated in the morning and was followed by efforts 
to amend the Traditional Plan to address 
constitutionality issues raised by the Judicial Council, 
the church’s top court. 
 

 
Prayer at 2019 General Conference 

photo by United Methodist News Service 
 

The Rev. Tim McClendon, South Carolina, called for a 
vote on the Traditional Plan as amended, which affirms 
the church’s current bans on ordaining LGBTQ clergy 
and officiating at or hosting same-sex marriage.  
 

 
2019 General Conference passes Traditional Plan  

photo by United Methodist News Service 

When the Traditional Plan vote was announced and 
flashed on the screen, the room erupted with observers 
singing “Blessed Assurance.” Some delegates gathered in 
a circle and joined in with the singing.  

 

The delegates on the floor and people 
in the bleachers went into a call and 
response, chanting in protest of the 
vote. 
 

A handful of observers unhappy with 
the day's legislative results tried to gain 
entrance to the plenary floor, but 
security officers blocked them and 
eventually moved them through 
turnstiles farther away from the doors. 
The protesters continued to chant their 
demand to be admitted. 
 

At the end of a brief closing worship, 
Council of Bishops President Kenneth 
H. Carter wished everyone in 
attendance “the peace of the Lord in 
the midst of all you have experienced.”  
 

Bishop Carter said that bishops will 
have to do a lot of outreach after this 
General Conference, especially to 
progressives who feel hurt by what 
transpired.  “We are going to do a lot of 
outreach to progressives to say we see 
you,” he said during a press conference 
after General Conference adjourned. 
Carter is also the leader of the Florida 
Conference, which has congregations 
across the theological spectrum. 
   

Bishop Scott Jones of the Texas 
Conference said in a statement that the 
vote resolves a long-standing debate 
about how the church “can best 
accomplish our mission of making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  “This 
decision is consistent with our 
denomination’s historic stance on 
human sexuality, outlined in the Book 
of Discipline since 1972,” Jones said.  
“We will continue to welcome lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered and queer 
persons to our churches and affirm 
their sacred worth. I pray we, as a 
denomination, can now move forward, 
working with each other in the spirit of 
Christian love and joining together as 
one. We are stronger together in 
serving God’s mission as a diverse body 
of Christ,” Jones said. 
 

Information Courtesy of 

UM News Daily Digest 

United Methodist News Service 
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South Hill UMC Youth…. 

 
 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
DNOW – Disciple Now (DNOW) Extreme is a 
“high-energy weekend designed for students to 
evangelize the lost and encourage the saved in 
their faith.”  The event will be held March 22 – 24 
at New Hope Baptist Church.  Make your plans to 
be there, and ask a friend to come with you. 
 

Important Youth Dates: 

3/22 - 24 – DNOW 

5/5 – Youth Sunday 
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Conference to livestream 'State of the Church' address 
following General Conference 

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis will hold an address entitled “State of the Church: 
Where do we go from here?” on Monday, Mar. 4, following the Special Session 
of General Conference. The event will be livestreamed at South Hill UMC or 
you may view it at home at www.livestream.com/vaumc/stateofthechurch 
from 10 am to 11:30 am featuring an address by Bishop Lewis as well as time 
for Q& A. The event footage will be archived at the same link for later viewing. 
Questions for this Q &A period may be sent to wayforward@vaumc.org prior 
to the event and during the event. For questions about the event, contact 
Director of Connectional Ministries the Rev. Marc Brown at 
MarcBrown@vaumc.org. 

 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 

STOP GERMS!  STAY HEALTHY!  WASH YOUR HANDS! 
 

Studies have shown that hand washing can prevent 1 in 3 diarrhea related 
sicknesses and 1 in 5 respiratory infections such as a cold or the flu. 
 

When should you wash your hands? 

 Before, during, and after preparing food. 

 Before eating food. 

 Before and after caring for someone who is sick. 

 Before and after treating a cut or wound. 

 After using the bathroom, changing diapers, or cleaning up a child who 
has used the bathroom. 

 After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

 After touching an animal, animal food or treats, animal cages or animal feces (poop). 

 After touching garbage. 

 If your hands are visibly dirty. 
 

What type of soap should you use? 
You can use bar soap or liquid soap.  Many public places provide liquid soap because it's easier 
and cleaner to share with others.  Studies have not found any added health benefit from using 
soaps containing antibacterial ingredients when compared with plain soap, both are equally 
effective in getting rid of germs.  If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol based hand 
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

How? 
Wet your hands with clean warm or cold running water, turn off the tap.  Lather your hands by 
rubbing them together with the soap.  Be sure to lather the backs of your hands, between your 
fingers and under your nails.  Scrub hands for at least 20 seconds.  Hum the "Happy Birthday" 
song from beginning to end twice for your 20 seconds.  Rinse hands well under clean running 
water and dry using a clean towel or air dry them. 

 

How does hand washing help fight antibiotic resistance? 
Antibiotic resistance occurs when bacteria resist the effects of an antibiotic, that is, germs are 
not killed and they continue to grow.  Sicknesses caused by antibiotic resistant bacteria can be 
harder to treat.  Simply using antibiotics creates resistance, so avoiding infections in the first 
place reduces the amount of antibiotics that have to be used and reduces the likelihood that 
resistance will develop during treatment. Hand washing helps prevent many sicknesses, 
meaning less use of antibiotics. 
 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
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Daylight 

Savings Time 
Begins  

 
Don’t forget to turn 
your clocks forward 
one hour Sunday, 

March 10th, at  
2:00 am. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning Christian  
By Lisa E. Clary© November 2018 
 

How are you a Sunday morning Christian and just filling the pew? 
Hoping that God is paying attention and will notice you. 
 

Do you sing the hymns of praise one day? 
And leave through the doors to go on your way. 
 

Do you live your life for God in everything you do? 
Or are you just a part time believer in what is supposed to be true. 
 

Do you shake the hands of others around you in the seat? 
And smile knowing you will not think of them again until the next time you meet. 
 

Do you listen to the words and really hear what they mean? 
Or do you just nod and pretend it is the light you have seen. 
 

Will you go out and offer others the chance to know the Lord? 
Or will you sit back and hope they earn their own reward. 
 

Are you the one who will make a difference in a life? 
When they are dealing with trials, tribulations and strife. 
 

Will you be the one to say let me help you in any way you need? 
Knowing that you will be busy when time to sow the seed. 
 

Do you put your money in the collection plate and think that is enough? 
But never around for someone when the going gets really tough. 
 

Are you a Sunday morning Christian just showing up to be able to say? 
I went to church this morning is how I started my day. 
 

Do you know the answers to questions that someone in need may ask? 
When they need some guidance can you handle the task?  
 

Will you offer them a hand, a shoulder or a hug or two? 
Just to give them a little peace to somehow see them through. 
 

Will you really pay attention to those who want relief? 
They just want to hold on to something and have some belief. 
 

Are you a Sunday morning Christian who acts different on another day? 
Do you put on a good show when you talk and often offer to pray? 
 

Do you practice what you preach and live it all the time? 
Or are you the kind to change and turn on a dime? 
 

Is the same Sunday morning Christian always front and center? 
Will you recognize the heavenly home when it is time to enter? 
 

Will you be sitting in the pew looking like you really belong? 
Or will you be left wondering what happened and what went wrong? 
 

The Sunday morning Christian will forever fill the pew waiting for their turn; 
To laugh, offer words slap backs and repeat what they may learn. 
 

But what happens when they are called upon and the chips are down? 
You will look around, hopefully, but the Sunday morning Christian is nowhere 
to be found. 
 

 

 
 
Lenten bible study will 
begin on Tuesday mornings 
at 10 am and Wednesday   
evenings at 6:30 pm 
beginning on March 5th and 
6th.  Our next study will be 
“What Makes a Hero?” by 
Matt Rawle.  See you there 
and bring a friend. 

 
 



6 

 

Opportunites for Growth and Service… 

 
Mentors Needed for All God's Children Camp 
All God's Children Camp is looking for mentors, age 17 and up to come 
spend a week at camp to hang out with some pretty awesome kids.  All 
God's Children Camp is a week long over night camp for children ages 7-12 
with an incarcerated parent who get to spend time in the outdoors 
participating in activities that they would normally not a get a chance to do 
(biking hiking, archery, ropes course, zip lines and water activities).  We are 
in need of folks who will mentor a child while at camp and participate with 
them along their journey.  Please contact Lori Smith at lttlelori@gmail.com 
or 571-245-9591.  We hope to see you at camp!   

 June 16-21 @ Camp Chanco on the James -  22 mentors needed (Richmond area) 

 August 11-16 @Camp Chanco on the James - 22 mentors needed (Richmond area) 
 

MISSION POSSIBLE: SEEING AND BEING SEEN - Randolph-Macon College is hosting Mission 
Possible 2019 on March 2, 2019 12:00 pm – 10:15 pm.  The theme "Seeing and Being Seen" is the focus 
of this year's gathering where faith + art + social justice come together.  The day will include large 
group worship/speakers, workshops you can select, interactive experiences, and time to explore how 
you will continue to follow God's call in your own life.  Cost is $20.  Individuals or groups are welcome.  
Find out more and register at:  https://missionpossibleva.com/  . 
 

Light The Night presents:  An Evening with John Nix – on Wednesday, March 20, 2019 6:30 
pm at New Hope Baptist Church.  Once again, our friend, John Nix is back as speaker for the Family 
Dinner. The evening will start with dinner prepared fresh and served to you as our guest. The theme for 
this year is “Marriage Matters” and is the perfect follow up to the previous messages pertaining to 
families and children. New this year, we will have child care so all couples can attend. You will need to 
register online for childcare at www.lightthenight.net. Tickets are available in the church office on a 
first come basis and as always there is no charge to attend. A love offering will be taken to cover the cost 
of the meal and support LTN. 
 

2019 Faithful Aging Conference - Don’t miss the 2019 Faithful Aging Conference.  This incredible 
learning and networking event is focused upon opportunities related to an aging congregation and 
meeting the needs of older adults, inside and outside the walls of our faith communities. Presented by 
Pinnacle Living and the Beard Center on Aging of the University of Lynchburg, the Faithful Aging 
Conference will be held at Culpeper Baptist Church on Tuesday, April 2nd.  The conference is 
supported by a range of sponsors including the Virginia Conference Older Adult Council.  The Virginia 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry has approved .5 CEU for clergy and certified professionals who 
attend. The registration deadline is Friday, March 15th.  Cost is $50/individual which includes lunch, 
refreshment breaks, and all conference materials.  Adults 65+ can register for $40/person.  Groups of 3 
or more individuals from the same church or organization can register for $35/person.  Limited 
scholarship funds, sponsored by Pinnacle Living, are available for Virginia Conference United 
Methodist Church congregational teams.  Special lodging rates are available only until March 1st. To 
register online, visit www.lynchburg.edu/beard and choose “Faithful Aging Conference” from the menu 
on the left.   
 

 

 
 

March Special Offering 
UMCOR 

 

Previously known as One Great Hour of 

Sharing, this offering enables the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief to reach out 

through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, 

health and peace.  Please give as you feel led. 
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March 1     Tom Flowers 

March 2     Cheryl McGarvey 

March 2     Jessica Medlin 

March 5     Anne Crowder 

March 5     Sharon Flowers 

March 5     Kim Harper 

March 6     Kenneth Jamison 

March 7     Hayley Piercy 

March 11   Alice Liles 

March 12   Landon Gittman 

March 13   Denise Cox 

March 15   Helen Boswell 

March 15   Ski Shook 

March 16   Jaimee Clary 

March 17   Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

March 17   Jo Ann Farnsworth 

March 18   Ann Hardin 
 

 

March 18   Tammy Whittemore 

March 19   Bert Bowers 

March 19   Ann Thomas 

March 19   Mack Walker 

March 19   Martin Wetherbee 

March 20   Regan Tanner 

March 21   Michelle Hente 

March 23   Lee Warren 

March 24   Linda Barbour 

March 24   Alyssa Dugger 

March 25   Hayden Harrelson 

March 26   Elva Mae Curtis 

March 27   Carrie Barbour 

March 30   Howard Kinker 

March 30   Angie Mills 

March 31   Amelia Poythress 

March 31   Courtney Randolph

         If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records.                                                                                 

 

 
Budget for 2019:      $239,572 
 

GF Offering received thru Feb 24, 2019:                   $43,826 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2019:                          18% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2018:            12% 
 

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2019:              99 
 

YTD Avg Sunday school Attendance 2019:              53 

          
 Flip Flop Drive 

Can you imagine not owning a single pair 
of shoes?  That is the position many men, 
women, and children find themselves in 
around the world.  Shoes help reduce 
disease and prevent injuries.  In support 
of the Upper Room Ministry, we will be 
collecting NEW flip flops for Vessels of 
Mercy International.  All sizes are 
accepted but could use more 6 – 10 year 
old children’s sizes.  Please place your 
new flip flops in the box provided or bring 
by the church office by March 17th.  
 

Stew Sale – March 9th – $7 
quart - sponsored by New Hope 
Baptist Church stew crew with 
proceeds benefiting Light the 
Night DNOW weekend. Call Stew 
Master Freddy Curtis at 447-7463 
for advance tickets. Pick up from 
NHBC at 12 Noon. 
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Sunday, 3/3  Pineview Communion Service 3 pm 

Monday, 3/4  Conference to livestream 'State of the 

   Church' address 10 am – 11:30 am 

Tuesday, 3/5  Lenten Bible Study Begins 10 am 

Wednesday, 3/6 Ash Wednesday 

   Lenten Service/Lunch 12 Noon at  

   South Hill UMC 

   Lenten Bible Study Begins 6:30 pm 

Sunday, 3/10  Daylight Savings Time Begins 2 am  

Monday, 3/11  UMW Meeting 10 am 

Tuesday, 3/12  Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 

Wednesday, 3/13 Pineview Chapel Service 10 am 

   Lenten Service/Lunch 12 Noon 

   Trinity Episcopal Church 

Thursday, 3/14  April Newsletter Articles Due 

Sunday, 3/17  UM Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

   Church Council 12 Noon 

Wednesday, 3/20 Lenten Service/Lunch 12 Noon 

   Gethsemane Baptist Church 

Fri – Sun, 3/22 – 24 DNOW Weekend  

Wednesday, 3/27 Lenten Service/Lunch 12 Noon 

   Good Shepherd Catholic Church 

Saturday, 3/30  Church clean-up day 10 am 

Sunday, 3/31  Fifth Sunday Luncheon 12 Noon 

April 14
th

    Palm Sunday 

April 19
th

   Good Friday 

April 21
st
   Easter 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy T. Watkins 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 

Upcoming Events 

 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin St. 
South Hill, VA 23970 

shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
    Middle School Youth 5 - 6 pm 

    High School Youth 6 – 7 pm 
 

Tuesdays: 10:00 am Bible Study 

     7:00 pm Seekers in Prayer 

                  7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     6:30 pm Bible Study 

     6:30 pm Narcotics Anon. 

     7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

     8:00 pm AA  

Thursdays  

           11:00 am Hundley Service 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3 Community Service  

           Sale at Upper Room 

          (1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 Saturday) 

 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  

SHEEP: Monday – Thursday  

 3:30 – 6:00 pm 
 

http://www.south/

