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A Note from Bob Parks… 
 

 
 

Sisters and Brothers of the Farmville District, 
 

Many of you know it is hard for me to put my 
thoughts on paper, so bear with me as I try. 
 

I am retiring after forty years of ministry (39 in 
Virginia and 4 in Maryland). Wow! Where has the 
time gone? Every appointment Susan and I have 
been blessed to serve has been the best. As I 
conclude my active ministry in serving the 
Farmville District, I can say the Farmville District 
has been the best!  We have had a chance to get to 
know many of you as not only sisters and brothers, 
but friends.  We thank God for allowing our paths 
to cross. 
 

While serving as the superintendent, I have been 
blessed to serve under the great episcopal 
leadership of Bishop Kammerer, Bishop Cho, 
Bishop Lewis, and Bishop Weaver!  I have also 
been blessed to serve with great district 
leadership. I will keep this experience in front of 
my mind. I could not have asked for a better 
appointment. 

We want to thank the District Superintendent 
Committee, Rev. Mike Davis, chair and Geraldine 
Sanderson, assistant lay leader, along with all 
others that helped in any way to make the 
retirement celebration possible.  We also thank 
Rev. Chrissy Holly and the laity of the Lebanon 
UMC for allowing us the use of their building, 
Betsey Davis for taking so many pictures and Mike 
Johnson for providing music and song.  The event 
was awesome.   
 

Your gifts of chairs and money were certainly not 
expected, but we are grateful. The chairs are 
already on the front porch of our home in 
Amherst, and being used. We also received a 
scrapbook. It was used to hold many of your cards 
and notes. We are thankful for the thoughtfulness 
of many clergy and laity in the district, and we will 
enjoy re-reading your sentiments.      
 

For our new journey, many words of 
encouragement and celebration have been sent. 
There is not a doubt in my mind that I am 
following where I am led.  I’m not retiring from 
ministry, only full-time ministry.  I am grateful to 
Bishop Lewis for appointing us to the Bethany and 
Sardis Charge in Amherst County. I have a great 
love for small membership churches and am 
excited to be serving part-time. 
 

If you are in our area, please stop by for a visit.  My 
cell number will remain the same, and our home 
address is 177 North Main St., Amherst, 24521. 
Please know that you will be in our hearts and we 
trust our paths will cross again. 
 

I know you will receive Denise Bates just like you 
received us.  Thanks for your devotion and 
dedication to God’s ministry. God bless you and 
may God continue to lead us in ministry together! 
 

Blessings, 
Bob and Susan Parks     

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 
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Kits for Conference 
 
It is a great privilege to share with you the final 
totals for this year's Kits for Conference. 
 

• 36,296 Hygiene Kits (a value of $435,552) 
 

• 14,243 School Kits (a value of $156,673) 
 

• 663 Flood Buckets (a value of $49,725) 
 

 
 

SHEEP 
The Results Are In! 

 
 

Children are out of school so I was able to obtain 
most of the scores from the students' teachers. 
Thanks to the partnership with South Hill 
Elementary School, I am thrilled to say that the 
students made significant progress in Reading 
and all but one passed the Mathematics test. I 
know the children are proud yet thankful testing 
is over until next year! 
 

A new idea for the coming school year is rolling 
around in our heads. It involves a local outing one 
or two Fridays a month. Students would visit the 
new Meal Hub near the Farmers Market, 
participate in some fashion with drama, music, 
art, and endless other projects.  Research has 
proven that participating in the Arts increases 
students' performance in academics. It would be a 
great opportunity for those of you that may not 
want to tutor but would be willing to accompany 
the children one of the Fridays in which we 
participate. Please contact me for more 
information and other ideas. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
Nancy Merrel, Sheep Director 
 
 

July Special Offering 

 

Peace with Justice 
 

Peace with Justice offering enables the United 
Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for 
peace and justice through a broad spectrum of 
global programs. 

Confirmation Classes 
 
Later this summer, we will be 
holding Confirmation classes 
during the Sunday School hour for 
any youth (or adults) that have not 
completed this membership 
process. Confirmation serves to mark the official 
decision to follow Christ and take upon oneself the 
vows of baptism which are often made by parents 
or guardians earlier in life. Please let Pastor Brian 
know or call the church office if you are interested.   

 

 

Workshop:  Making Life Better 
 
If your life is perfect in every way… you don’t need 
this workshop.  But if … some of your relationships 
could be improved… 

 

• Or your health and fitness might be 
better… 

• Or your career, job, business, or retirement 
isn’t quite what you want it to be… 

• Or your finances are a bit disappointing… 

• Or you want more time for fun and 
recreation… 

• Or there are things you’ve always wanted to 
do but haven’t… 

• Or you’d love to leave a legacy… 
 
Then … you may want to attend the half-day 
workshop on Saturday, July 13th from      10 am to 
3 pm (bring your own lunch), at the South Hill 
United Methodist Church. Susie Brack will be 
teaching some of the success principles developed 
by Jack Canfield (think Chicken Soup for the 
Soul). You can learn how to get from where you 
are to where you want to be. This workshop is 
open to the public, but space is limited to the first 
24 persons. Registration is required so there will 
be enough workshop materials for everyone. To 
reserve your spot call Patsy at the church office 
(447-4761) or Susie Brack at home (447-2649) no 
later than July 10th. If you know the principles and 
use them, you can change your life for the better. 
 
 

 



3 

 

UPPER ROOM NEWS 
 
The volunteers at The Upper Room 
recently enjoyed an afternoon on 
Lake Gaston. All the volunteers 

brought a covered dish to the lake home of Brian 
Crutchfield. Thanks to Katherine Crutchfield for 
setting up this nice event. With all the work the 
volunteers do each week this was a nice break for 
fun and fellowship. Thanks to Pastor Brian for 
driving the new van to reduce carpooling. 
 

On another note I would like to thank all the 
volunteers for assisting with the inventory from 
the home of Dr. Van. We emptied at least 10 
closets of clothing, book cases and other 
household items. Special thanks to Jimmy Walker 
& Chris Guthrie who have been faithful to help 
when I call on them for the heavy lifting. Dr. Van 
and his wife have moved back to Thailand. Jean 
Clary Bagley was so thoughtful to donate many of 
the items to the Upper Room preparing for the 
eventual sale of the property. We do have a 
beautiful AVANTE full length size 8 fur coat we 
will need help with appraising from Mrs. Van’s 
collection. 
 

I would also like to welcome new volunteers 
Debbe Creamer, Rachel Cofer, and Sue Springer. 
Of course, we could not do this ministry effectively 
without all our regular volunteers. Their 
commitment is faith in action to help those less 
fortunate. I appreciate all they do. Second quarter 
sales will be donated to worthy causes when 
Missions Committee meets. 
 

If you have time, please join us or be on call to 
assist as needed when we have larger donations. 
 

- Rick Carroll 

Upper Room 

 

 

August Special Offering 
Heart Havens  

 

 

 

Heart Havens is a non-profit organization that 
provides residential support to adults with 
developmental disabilities in a number of 
locations across Virginia.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have you ever been at church and desired to give 
a donation towards something but had no cash nor 
a checkbook?  It might have been a special 
program, a capital need in the church, a mission, 
a special collection appeal, or something else. 
Soon, that dilemma will be solved with your 
mobile phone simply by texting the money to the 
church with the amount you want to give through 
an easy and quick process.  
 

Stay tuned for details of this easy and quick 
process.  
 

- Jerry Reynolds 
Finance Committee 

 

 
Budget for 2019:      $239,572 
 

GF Offering received thru June 23, 2019:                $106,110 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2019:                          44% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2018:            34% 
 

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2019:            107 
 

YTD Avg Sunday school Attendance 2019:              50 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 

Summer Health Tips 
 

• DRINK PLENTY OF WATER 
Dehydration comes quickly in high heat and humidity.  By 
the time most of us feel thirsty, we're already somewhat 
dehydrated.  When the temperatures rise, it is especially 
important to drink at least eight 8-ounce glasses of water 
each day. 

• PROTECT YOUR SKIN AND EYES 
UV rays from the sun can damage your skin and eyes.  You can prevent that damage by 
wearing sunglasses and using sunscreen.  Use a broad-spectrum sunscreen with an SPF of at 
least 15 and wear protective clothing.  Be mindful of the sun as frequent sunburns can lead to 
skin cancer.  If you do burn, use an aloe vera gel to cool the area and ease the pain. 

• BE MINDFUL OF THE HEAT 
Outdoor activities in high heat stress the body and can lead to heat stroke or exhaustion.  Help 
the body stay cool by wearing light, loose-fitting clothing and not overdoing your activities. 

• REPLACE ELECTROLYTES 
When it is hot, we perspire.  Perspiration is a natural cooling mechanism that can lead to the 
depletion of important minerals from our body.  In addition to your daily diet, eat more fresh 
fruits and vegetables and drink electrolyte replacement beverages during and after high 
intensity activities. 

• BALANCE YOUR OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES WITH REST IN A COOLER ENVIRONMENT 
Longer days mean time in the sun and the potential for overdoing it.  Maintain your energy 
levels by taking time to rest, relax and even nap in a cool place.  Our tendency is to stay up 
later in the summer, maintaining regular sleep habits will keep you energetic and ready for all 
of your activities. Research indicates that eight hours of sleep a night promotes health and 
disease prevention. 

 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
  

 
 

 
Opportunites for Growth and Service… 

 
 

Helping Hands - Helping Hands is an exciting two-day mission experience for children (rising 4th 
through 6th Graders) offered to all member churches of the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and sponsored by: The Roanoke District UMC Common Table. On July 25 & 26 Helping Hands will 
be hosted by Windsor Hills UMC in Roanoke. Contact Heather Case (540)774-4730 or 
heathercase@whumc.roacoxmail.com for more information. Deadline to register is July 19. Cost is $36 per 
person and includes a t-shirt, meals and snacks and overnight stay. Each church is responsible for bringing 
their own chaperones. 
 

Lay Servant Academy - Registration is open for the 40th Anniversary Lay Servant 
Academy to be held at Randolph-Macon College August 2-4!  We are pleased to share 
that one CEU has been approved for those clergy taking a 10-hour course.  These courses 
are scheduled Friday night and all day Saturday or all day Saturday and Sunday morning.  
For detailed course descriptions and/or to register, please go to www.vaumc.org and 
click on the Lay Servant Academy link on the Conference Calendar for August 2019.  
Questions?  Contact David Bailey, Registrar, dw.bailey@comcast.net, 804-338-3168.                      
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July 2  Stacie Bowers 
July 2  Diane Curtis 
July 2  T. J. Wallace 
July 4  Lane Wagoner 
July 5  Megan Barbour 
July 6  Kristen Medlin 
July 7  Ann Gauchat 
July 7  Amanda Howell 
July 11  Peyton Clary 
July 11  Steven Crowder 
July 12 Joel Shafer 
July 12 Anna Siegle 
July 13 Marian Sims 
July 14 Lizzie Wesson 
July 15 Herbert Binford 
July 15 Patricia Connell 
July 15 Chris Jackson 
July 17 Jacob Hyvl 
July 19 Patrick Faulconer 
July 19 Alexandra Flowers 
July 20 Jim Hofler 
July 20 Ethel Klingenberg 
July 21 Don Dugger 
July 22 John Pegram 
July 22 Jeffrey Pegram 
July 23 Ava Crowder 
July 24 Noah Nichols 
July 27 Ted Blair 
July 28 Katherine Crutchfield 
July 28 Kim Sneeder 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 1 Linde Green 
August 1 Susan Ponton 
August 3 Robin Newton 
August 4 Cameron Shook 
August 5 Dylan Willis 
August 6 Ryan Black 
August 6 Tony Thompson 
August 7 George Ringo 
August 8 Gerry Nash 
August 8 Joshua Nichols 
August 8 Tricia Waid 
August 10 Doris Peters 
August 11 Lacie Sadler 
August 14 Jimmie Keith Crowder 
August 14 Sydney Niblett 
August 15 Mark Crocker 
August 15 Jeanne Faulconer 
August 15 Kaitlyn Lynch 
August 18 Kelli Burton 
August 19 Jackson Taylor 
August 20 Ferriel Thomas 
August 20 Nancy Jacobs 
August 23 Betty Burnette 
August 23 Rick Faulconer 
August 25 Curtis Glasgow 
August 25 Michelle Tanner 
August 25 Cynthia Thompson 
August 26 Betty Tanner 
August 27 Diane Nichols 
August 27 Andrew Ponton 
August 28 Ronnie Tatum 
August 29 Debra Crowder 
August 30 Olivia Harris 
August 30 Altana Legg 
August 31 Sean Shafer 

 
        If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 
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Wednesday, 7/3 Picnic in the Park 7 – 10 PM featuring 

Attraction Band at Parker Park   

 Fireworks at 9:15 pm       

Free Admission • Free Parking • Park 

Opens at 6:30 • Food & Beverages for 

Sale • Bring Your Lawn Chairs • 

Games by SHYJF 

NO Coolers Allowed 

Thursday, 7/4  July 4th Holiday – Office Closed 

Sunday, 7/7  Pineview Communion Service 3 pm 

Wednesday, 7/10 Pineview Chapel Service 10 am 

Saturday, 7/13  Making Life Better Worship 10 – 3 

   Ridgeway Cantaloupe Festival 10 - 4 

Tuesday, 7/16 Third Tuesday Luncheon 11:30 am  
Brian’s Steakhouse - Dutch treat 

Finance Meeting 5:30 pm  

Thursday 7/18 Sunset Sounds featuring Tim Cifers 

6:30 pm  Centennial Park $3 Admission 

 Sunday, 7/21 UM Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

   Church Council Meeting 12 Noon 

August 4th    Pineview Communion Service 

August 14th    Pineview Chapel Service 

August 18th    UM Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

   Church Committee Meetings 12 Noon 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy T. Watkins 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 

Upcoming Events 

 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin St. 
South Hill, VA 23970 

shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 
www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
    Middle School Youth 5 - 6 pm 

    High School Youth 6 – 7 pm 
 

Tuesdays: 10:00 am Bible Study 

     7:00 pm Seekers in Prayer 

                  7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     6:30 pm Bible Study 

     6:30 pm Narcotics Anon. 

     7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

     8:00 pm AA  

Thursdays  

           11:00 am Hundley Service 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3    Upper Room Sale at 

  619 E. Atlantic St. 

          (1st, 2nd, & 3rd Saturday) 
 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  
 

http://www.south/

