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The Pastor’s Pen… 
 

1 From Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy. 
To the Thessalonians’ church that is in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Grace and peace to all of you. 
2 We always thank God for all of you when we mention you constantly in our prayers. 3 
This is because we remember your work that comes from faith, your effort that comes 
from love, and your perseverance that comes from hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
presence of our God and Father. 4 Brothers and sisters, you are loved by God, and we 
know that he has chosen you. 5 We know this because our good news didn’t come to you 
just in speech but also with power and the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You 
know as well as we do what kind of people we were when we were with you, which was 
for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord when you accepted the 
message that came from the Holy Spirit with joy in spite of great suffering. 7 As a result 
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The message 
about the Lord rang out from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place. 
The news about your faithfulness to God has spread so that we don’t even need to 
mention it. 9 People tell us about what sort of welcome we had from you and how you 
turned to God from idols. As a result, you are serving the living and true God, 10 and you 
are waiting for his Son from heaven. His Son is Jesus, who is the one he raised from the 
dead and who is the one who will rescue us from the coming wrath. 
 

1 Thessalonians 1 

 
Paul, in writing to the church in Thessalonica, 
began with this grand greeting. He was 
impressed that the message he received back to 
himself about the church there was regarding 
their service to others. For him, the clearest 
expression of faith was living out the Gospel of 
love in the community. This has always been an 
important part of being God’s people, and I 
think it is even more important now. 
 

We are living in times more uncertain and 
strange than any of us have seen in our lifetimes. 
While our lives are disrupted from our normal 
routines and practices, we do have an amazing 
opportunity to BE the church in the world. We 
have a chance to show the world that the church 
is actually the people within it, that we do really 
love our neighbor. We have a new opening to 

demonstrate that the church is just as relevant, 
vital, loving, and real as it was in the time of 
Paul. (continued on page 2) 
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(The Pastor’s Pen - continued from page 1) 
While we must be smart and heed the advice of 
our trained medical professionals, now is not 
the time to devolve into fear. In fact, with Easter 
Sunday on the horizon, we should be living after 
the life of the one who was raised from the dead, 
Jesus Christ. Even though it looks like we won’t 
be able to be together in person on that greatest 
of Sundays, we will be able to celebrate victory 
of life over death together. We don’t have to be 
in one place for that to happen. Let the news of 
our faithfulness as people of Christ outlive the 
disconnect of social distancing. Let our common 
celebration of life be louder than our shared fear 
of disease. Let us be examples of faith all 
through South Hill, and beyond. Let us be the 
kind of church that would make Paul (and 
Jesus) proud, like that of Thessalonica. 
 
Be love. Be compassion. Be God’s people. Lives 
depend on it. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Brian 

 

 
 

 
Due to our current situation, 
Easter Lilies will NOT be ordered 
for the church this year for 
Easter. We apologize for any 
disappointment. 

 

 
 

Holy Week Services 
 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worships 
will still happen, even though we cannot be 
together in one place. On Thursday, we will 
celebrate Holy Communion as part of that 
service. Since we cannot be in the same space, 
we are planning a distributed shared 
experience. During Holy Week, contact the 
church office if you would like to come by and 
pick up some prepackaged communion cups to 
use during that service. You will also be able to 
participate using food you already have in your 
house, just like that first Holy meal did. Both 
services will be designed specifically for an on-
line experience, and I would highly encourage 
your participation. 
 

We are also working toward an Easter 
celebration that will be online as well. I am 
doubtful that we will be able to return to in 
person gatherings by then. No matter how or 
where we worship, Jesus is still risen. God is still 
God. Let our lives be our worship and witness. 

 

 
 

 
April 5th    Palm Sunday - Online Worship 

     Service 11:00 am 
April 9th    Maundy Thursday – Online 

     Communion Service 7 pm 
April 10th  Good Friday – Online  
       Service 7 pm  
April 12th    Easter Sunday – Online 

     Worship Service 11:00 am 

 
April Special Offering  

Native American Ministries 

 

Nurtures missions with Native Americans 

and provides scholarships for United 

Methodist Native American seminarians. 
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Online Church 
 

As I’m sure you already know, all worships for 
now are on-line only. We are live at 11:00 am  
each week. I do apologize that our 8:45 service 
is a casualty of this, as we do not have the 
technology required for streaming in the 
chapel space. The fastest way to the stream is 
www.southhillumc.org/live. Links are on the 
front page of the website to make it as easy as 
possible. If you click on the “YouTube” button 
at the bottom corner of the video window, you 
will be able to access the live chat. But, 
comments below the video are also 
encouraged. We are trying to count 
participation as accurately as possible, so if 
you can let us know how many are in your 
house watching, it would be very helpful for us 
here in the office. Please thank our technical 
crews who are showing up faithfully to make 
sure everyone can have a meaningful worship 
experience. 
 

We are accepting mailed checks, or checks 
dropped through the mail slot at the church, 
but on-line giving is encouraged. 
www.southhillumc.org/donate is the direct 
link to that page. 
 

 
 

Thanks to the Virginia Conference, we now 
have access to a full ZOOM account, so there 
will likely be some meetings and other groups 
that will meet through that platform in the 
near future. One advantage is that there is the 
ability of participants to participate with a 
regular phone if they do not have online or 
data capability. 
 

We are all figuring this out together. Stay 
tuned. Stay connected with each other. Stay in 
love with God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In light of our current environment, the recent 
declaration by the Virginia Governor, and 
consultation between staff-parish and the 
church staff, the South Hill United Methodist 
Church office is now closed to the public. 
Appointments will still be taken, as needed. 
We still are here to provide you support, so do 
call or email the church office if you are in need 
or we can help facilitate something in your life 
during these trying times. 
 

 
General Conference to move to 2021 
  
Commission on the General Conference 
March 23, 2020 Nashville, Tenn.: Subsequent 
to the announcement by the Executive 
Committee of the Commission on the General 
Conference that the 2020 General Conference 
will be postponed, the full Commission met 
March 21, 2020 to determine next steps to take 
in setting a new date. 
 
After hearing recommendations from Sara 
Hotchkiss, Business Manager of the General 
Conference, and discussion of possible 
alternatives, the Commission made a 
determination that the General Conference 
will not meet in 2020 as originally planned and 
elected to work toward setting a date in 2021. 
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Please note that social distancing to be defined as 
6 feet between individuals as advised by the CDC 
when in a group setting. 
 

Where do I find information about Virginia 
Conference information and precautions against 
COVID-19? 

• All updates from Bishop Lewis concerning COVID-
19 and directives for local churches can be found at 
https://vaumc.org/Coronavirus2020. 

 

Where can I find COVID-19 information? 

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is updating information daily at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/ 

• CDC information for community facilities: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html 

• More information from Virginia Department of Health: http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/ 

• More information is available with the National Institutes of Health at: 
https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus 

• Information from Virginia Governor Ralph Northam can be found at: 
https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus-updates/ 

• “Guidance for Congregations: In Response to severe infectious disease outbreak” – Resource 
prepared and shared with permission by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) 
https://pda.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/preparedness_for_pandemics.
pdf 

 
Resources from Communication Resources, Inc: 
 

Our homebound members have been on our minds through this trying 
time, including those who live alone or are unable to leave their homes 
due to the ever-increasing shelter at home orders. 
 

As a way to stay connected, our friends at Home Touch Ministry have 
provided 4 days’ worth of devotions and activities to send to the loved 
ones in your lives. We've also included a template that you may send 
to families who would like to color a picture and send a note to those 
who might feel isolated during this time. 
 

You may download these free resources for unrestricted, re-distributable use here: 
www.hometouchministry.com/covid19-resources-for-elderly-homebound 
 

May you also be strengthened as you serve in Christ's name! 
 

The team at Communication Resources, Inc 
 
 

A Message from Lori Smith, All God's Children Camp 
 
Friends,  
During this time of uncertainty and rapid changes folks have been asking if All God's Children Camp 
will be happening this summer.  As of now we are still planning to have camp.  However, we hope to 
have a better idea of how COVID-19 is going to affect the summer by Mid-April.  So please continue 
to keep us in your prayers, please consider mentoring and please consider donating supplies or 
monetary support.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact Lori Smith at 571-245-9591 
or lttlelori@gmail.com 

http://url3152.comresources.com/ls/click?upn=mVsw2hcGlMk7vtMbTN2px1N-2BznKomcnSidpAB7h-2BPPJj1592-2BLJ8zUxJOngfZuwuFcddl2CvaeJDSjCrfL0ckh4gR-2FLWaIcmRANHXnmzpp7AnzvIrM9oPWW44-2F-2BWBRgB38vB_U8-2FzRMA8pwK6BcKXi4HrKr182gQJfHM3NC22SMGlLlzBFc82hRjRnHzz6B7pd4Kikg8Vo0NAGbmsUcytoZRcZz7VbyEs6jh3TIlcxvy4RfdwBU2CMQoxmhpvKu8hh-2Bjq974Z7UNNGxzzrnPL12zHu8BjPUGJVa-2FHwGWFtd8L7eRoCiufRe4W6jURYIzthrTZ6TebluynotllxAbtb6MmfjQwn26koCTSocs0INDohY47dbVRXQPZpGQpWPcdHZo1IU4tJWaIvyY5jYI5-2BDQlVTvs7afDPWUagUOGt72gbzVdfvFGm2ao1StoS1w-2F3telqnfqbXal3-2BDtNmU6d3GoXeKdeuH73tXK4q9564xhJXCDSGr-2FIBVi9Ec38QFQ3xciZH77NfgrhsAIbLGyTnchsdkeE25KVzGO2v-2BQtLIdg19kBLbqFwc-2FL5vsoYlfF1lsJDEo4FWXhQ44j93vjf8p9DMA0yNQH0HsngQ-2BzZofX934iwOXwd6uulR2S7pED34260vt0FE5uJ2modpCOp6eXn8lzBndSMp-2Bq8ADnOsWXMY-3D
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He Has Risen  
By Lisa E. Clary© April 2017 
 

He is alive as the stone is rolled away  
Giving us new life on this Holy Easter day. 
 
He suffered through the beatings yet he was not afraid:  
It was his choice to give his life for others the trade 
 
He was crucified and buried but rose from the dead. 
The tomb is now empty, no long his cold, dark bed. 
 
He took the blame to save us all from sin as he hung from the cross; 
He offered everyone forgiveness so all would not be loss. 
 
We must have faith and believe he guides us on the right road. 
He takes our burdens and cares and lightens our heavy load.  
 
He walks beside us, holds our hands and we feel his presence even 
without touch. 
It is when we pray that he shows his love and we can feel how much. 
 
Through his grace and mercy we are able to know there is a new life: 
Where there is no pain, anger, hurt, despair or strife.  
 
He has risen and the robes are tattered and torn where he lay. 
He has shown he is almighty as the stone was rolled away. 
 
He rose to the heavens to see his father's face: 
He sits next to the holy one and takes his rightful place 
 
A place of no harm, grief, tragedy or uncertainty 
A place that offers us new life, a place in God’s home for eternity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Marjorie Grammer 
Petersburg Home for Ladies 
311 South Jefferson Street, Room 26 
Petersburg, VA 23803 
 

 

 

 

 
Budget for 2019:                           $240,700 
 

GF Offering received thru March 22, 2020:               $55,302 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2020:                                  23% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2019:                     24% 
  

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2020:         94 
 

YTD Avg Sunday school Attendance 2020:                       33 

 
 

Just go to our church 
website:  southhillumc.org 
and click on the “Donate!” 
button.  If you have 
questions or need 
assistance, please contact 
the church office during 
regular business hours. 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 

Asthma and Allergy Awareness 
 

Asthma Facts:  

• What is asthma? It is a reversible lung disease.  The airways 
react to stimuli called triggers causing chronic 
inflammation and acute attacks. These attacks may be life 
threatening. 

• How does an asthma attack occur? The patient has underlying "continuous 
inflammation".  The lining of the airway becomes swollen, the muscle of the airway tightens, 
and mucus production increases. As the airway narrows, wheezing occurs. 

• How do asthma medications help?  Medications reduce inflammation in the airways and help 
prevent the narrowing of the airway. 

• What triggers may cause an asthma attack? Colds, respiratory infections, cigarette smoke, 
pollen, mold, animal dander, feathers, dust, foods, indoor and outdoor pollutants, vigorous 
exercise, exposure to cold air or sudden temperature changes, excitement or stress and over 
the counter drugs such as aspirin may trigger an asthma attack. Triggers may also include 
perfume, paint, hair spray, strong odors or fumes.  

 

How can we prevent asthma and allergy problems? 

• Carry an inhaler with you as ordered by your physician. 

• Avoid outdoor air pollution, pollen, and mold spores.  

• Watch weather reports and stay indoors as indicated.   

• Limit outdoor exercise during orange and red air pollution days on the Air Quality Index.   

• Air-conditioning can be helpful by decreasing humidity and controlling mold. 

• Do not allow smoking in your home or car. 

• Avoid strong perfumes, fumes and extreme odors. 

• Avoid wood stoves and fireplaces. 

• If pets stay in the home, keep them out of the bedroom and bathe them weekly. 

• Make sure there is good air circulation in bathrooms, kitchen and basement where mold can 
thrive when the humidity is high.   

• Check house plants for mold.   

• Wash foam pillows weekly. 

• Put mattresses and pillows in allergen-impermeable covers.  

• Wash bedding in hot water weekly. 

• Don't sleep or lie down on upholstered furniture. 

• Remove carpet from bedroom and clean floors often with a damp mop. 

• Use dehumidifiers.   
 

Vacuum cleaners with poor filtration release air and stirs up dust and allergens, select a unit with 
high-efficiency filters such as micro filter or HEPA media, good suction and sealed construction.  For 
pollen allergies, my family takes one Bee Pollen capsule or one tablespoon of raw honey daily.  Do 
NOT Smoke!  
 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
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The United Methodist Women (UMW) are continuing our 
mission project. We are making the mesh bags that the Society of 
Saint Andrew (SOSA) gleaners use to hold their produce for local 
food banks. At a recent meeting, the ladies are still hard at work!   
 
 
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

May Special Offering  
Annual Conference 

 

This offering is collected at Annual 

Conference each year to support projects 

designated by the bishop.   
 

Memorial Day 2020 
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A message from Bishop Lewis and the Cabinet 
 
If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do? — Psalm 11:3 
 

Ours is a faith that is built to shine in hard times. As the Bishop and Cabinet of the 
Virginia Conference, we recognize that these are hard times and share with you what 
we believe.  
 

We believe that God does some of God’s best work when the going gets 
tough. At the center of our faith is a Messiah, crucified yet raised from the dead to show how God’s 
love and power work. So, when our world is facing pandemic…when our congregations are refraining 
from in-person worship…when people are retreating into isolation for the common good…when we 
are overwhelmed by fear and foreboding...what is Christ’s Church to do?  
 

We believe that now is the time for us to be the Church, for the sake of the world. Now 
is the time to bear witness to the God who is able to make all things new, who redeems even the most 
desperate of situations, and whose grace is always sufficient. Now is the time to let our light shine in 
the midst of the world’s despair, to bring healing in the midst of brokenness.  
 

Because we believe this, we want to ask you to join us in acts of living faith. We encourage 
every congregation, every pastor, every church member to: 
 

• Draw near to God for the strength that God alone supplies, through daily prayer and 
Scripture reading, taking time to let God’s love fill us, reassure us, replenish us. 

• Reach out into the world as agents of good news. Practicing social distancing does not mean 
we are relationally distant, even if our touch comes via the phone or supplies and notes 
dropped at the door. People need to know that they are not alone, that there is someone who 
will walk with them, listen, understand, care, help, and pray with them. 

• Be creative in worship by exploring digital media, home-based devotions, and other means. 
 

Finally, this is a great opportunity for us to ask people to give. Our ministries have not shut 
down; they are simply taking new forms to meet the needs of this crisis. In such a time, we are 
reminded why we are the church and why we give. Of course, we are sensitive to those whose incomes 
are imperiled by the crisis, and can communicate with them that we value all that they give through 
their prayers and acts of love for God and others. We can also encourage all of our financial 
supporters to keep giving to the church even though we are not meeting in person, either 
through online platforms or through old-fashioned mail. Beyond this, we can challenge ourselves 
and others to deepen our generosity for this season, giving more so that the church will be strong to 
meet these challenges and opportunities.  
 

In hard times there are usually three responses: there are those who run toward the trouble, those 
who hunker down to wait it out, and those who run away. As your Virginia Conference Cabinet, we 
believe it is time to run toward the crisis because that is where we believe Jesus is. It will take all the 
gifts that God has given us, spiritual, physical, and financial. And it will take all of us.  
 

There are very real structural and financial challenges in front of us but, as the Church of Jesus Christ 
in hard times, we discern even more very real spiritual opportunities. We give thanks for your 
generosity, for your willingness to try new and uncomfortable things, and for your perseverance in 
enabling the church to move with God into a new chapter in ministry in these unprecedented times.  
 

In Christ,  
 

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis and the Cabinet of the Virginia Conference 

https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fvaumc.org%2fpages%2fnews%2f2020news%2fvanco&srcid=30342&srctid=1&erid=1214132&trid=505d1de1-dd61-4740-95f6-eac89b17c131
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April 1      Marvin Thomas 

April 2       Heather Moore 

April 4  Chad Barbour 

April 4       Randy Cash 

April 4      Charlie Mills 

April 5      Conner Niblett 

April 6      Morgan Hash 

April 6      Jason Winn 

April 7      Neil Burke 

April 8       Claudia Brooks 

April 9       Parker Burke 

April 9       Mike Farnsworth 

April 9       Wendy Nash 

April 9       Debra Pearce 

April 10    Abby Spence 

April 11      Thelma Wilson    

April 12 Betty Edwards 

April 12 Jim Gillispie 

April 14 Kelsey Thomas 

April 17 Meredith Grice 

April 19 Sophie Crowder 

April 19 Brittany Thomas 

April 20 Kathleen Davis 

April 23 Chris Merrel 

April 24 Jennifer Goetzke 

April 24 Deborah Walker 

April 26 Dot Burnette 

April 26 Vincent Gillispie 

April 26 Debbie Hayes 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1  Alex Graham 

May 2  Bill Hudson 

May 2      Darryl Morris 

May 3       Lindsey Lucy 

May 3       Bobbye Ringo 

May 4       Kimberly Carroll 

May 4       Collin Clary 

May 4       Eric Hudson 

May 5       Mary Dugger 

May 5       Adeline Stewart 

May 6       Cynthia Davis 

May 6       Donna Worley 

May 7       Ken Sims 

May 7       Erica Tucker 

May 9       Evelyn Lambert 

May 12     Mary Johnson 

May 12     Beverly Walker 

May 14     Tamara Gwaltney 

May 14     Linda Thomas 

May 16 Chancellor Barbour 

May 16 Sandra Griffith 

May 16      Joseph Taylor 

May 17      Devin Chinault 

May 17      Kaitlin Reese 

May 18      Rob Black 

May 18      Meredith Graham 

May 18      Shaun Hardee 

May 18      Landon Hayes 

May 18  Cora Spence 

May 19      Kiersten Davis 

May 21      Taylor Jackson 

May 21      Angela Poythress 

May 22      Bob Edwards 

May 22      Sherri Howerton 

May 23      Stacy Archer 

May 25      Nancy Hunt 

May 25 Eddie Kemp 

May 25      Joe Ware 

May 26      Johnathan Burruss 

May 26      Sterling Crowder 

May 30      Kevin Faulconer 

May 31      Lisa Clary

 
 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 
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Many services and activities are 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Check the church website 
for announcements and updates. 
 
 
Thursday, 4/9  Maundy Thursday 
Friday, 4/10  Good Friday 
Sunday, 4/12  Easter Sunday 
Monday, 4/13  Easter Holiday  

Office closed 
May 10th    Mother’s Day 
May 25th    Memorial Day  
    Office Closed 
          

 

 

  

 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy T. Watkins 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 

Upcoming Events 

 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin St. 
South Hill, VA 23970 

shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 
www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
     Youth 6 – 7 pm 
 

Tuesdays: 10:00 am Bible Study 

     7:00 pm Seekers in Prayer 

                  7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     6:30 pm Narcotics Anon. 

     7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

     8:00 pm Cantata Rehearsal 

    AA Meeting  

Thursdays  

           11:00 am Hundley Service 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3    Upper Room Sale at 

  619 E. Atlantic St. 

          (1st, 2nd, & 3rd Saturday) 
 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  
 

http://www.south/

