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The Pastor’s Pen… 
 

The Jerusalem Council 
 

Some people came down from Judea teaching the family of believers, “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom we’ve received from Moses, you can’t be saved.” 2 
Paul and Barnabas took sides against these Judeans and argued strongly against their 
position. 
 

The church at Antioch appointed Paul, Barnabas, and several others from Antioch to go 
up to Jerusalem to set this question before the apostles and the elders. 3 The church sent 
this delegation on their way. They traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, telling 
stories about the conversion of the Gentiles to everyone. Their reports thrilled the 
brothers and sisters. 4 When they arrived in Jerusalem, the church, the apostles, and the 
elders all welcomed them. They gave a full report of what God had accomplished through 
their activity. 5 Some believers from among the Pharisees stood up and claimed, “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised. They must be required to keep the Law from Moses.” 
 

6 The apostles and the elders gathered to consider this matter. 7 After much debate, Peter 
stood and addressed them, “Fellow believers, you know that, early on, God chose me 
from among you as the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel 
and come to believe. 8 God, who knows people’s deepest thoughts and desires, confirmed 
this by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us. 9 He made no distinction between 
us and them, but purified their deepest thoughts and desires through faith. 10 Why then 
are you now challenging God by placing a burden on the shoulders of these disciples that 
neither we nor our ancestors could bear? 11 On the contrary, we believe that we and they 
are saved in the same way, by the grace of the Lord Jesus.” 
 

Acts 15 

 
The early church had a crisis. The 
“established” Jerusalem church headed by 
Peter was the standard by which all else 
measured. They had a way of doing things. 
Paul, in his ministry to the Gentiles, had to 
change some practices out of necessity. Some 
in Jerusalem didn’t like it and wanted 
everyone to do things the way they always had 
been. After some debate that included 
evidence of the fruit of Paul’s labors, the 
leaders decided to put the focus on the unifying 
“grace of the Lord Jesus” instead of on 
practices that divided. 

I believe this is a great lesson for us in today’s 
church. Of course, as humans, we want to do 
things in a familiar way. We want things the 
way they always have been. As our current 
times have made painfully clear, that is no 
longer an option. I might even argue, nor 
should it be. (continued on page 2) 
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(The Pastor’s Pen - continued from page 1) 
Paul’s work with those “outside” laid the 
groundwork for the global expansion of 
Christianity and the revolution it brought. 
Might we also look at those “outside” and 
evaluate how we might live into that amazing 
tradition as well. I know from personal 
experience and conversations that there are 
many who do not feel comfortable entering our 
church. I know some are okay with that. I am 
not. I believe all should be able to hear the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

At times, however, our human pride prevents 
us from being open to those different. Even if 
we believe that we are welcoming, that lack of 
openness is acutely felt in those who may be 
brave enough to enter what many “outside” 
consider to be a hostile space. 
 

Please don’t misunderstand my desire to be 
truly open as endorsement of anything goes. 
Far from it. However, if we have already drawn 
lines of who is accepted and who is not based 
upon our own judgement, we prevent the joy of 
Christ from being known in those lives 
excluded in our own minds and hearts. 
 

I invite us all to take a close look at our own 
hearts. The greatest scandal of Jesus Christ 
was that he did not come with sword and army 
to change the world from the outside by force. 
Instead, he changes the world from the inside 
by changing hearts. From time to time, we are 
all guilty of hard hearts. Let us let God melt 
them and make them more loving. Let us let 
God mold them and make them more 
Christlike. Let us let God move us, as a church, 
toward the conclusion of Simon at the 
Jerusalem council, “Therefore, I conclude that 
we shouldn’t create problems for Gentiles who 
turn to God.” 
 

The world needs the love of Christ even more 
now. Let us offer it and share it with the world, 
maybe even especially those “outside” our 
tradition and experience, the equivalent of 
Gentiles of our current culture. Show love. 
Show grace. Live our faith in the world. Watch 
it change! 

 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Brian 

 

New Curb Appeal 
 

Thanks to many generous donations this year, 
the Memorials Committee purchased a new 
outdoor banner in the front of the church as 
well as updating our church sign with a new 
board and much needed letters.  It is indeed a 
very welcome addition in front of our 
sanctuary. 
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2021 General Conference 
August 29-September 7, 2021, 

Minneapolis, MN 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Addressing the Technical Issues at the 238th Session 
of the Virginia Annual Conference on  

September 19, 2020 
 
 

September 21, 2020 
 
Dear Virginia Annual Conference: 
 
I again apologize for the serious technical issues on Saturday, September 19, 2020, that forced 
postponement of the 238th Session of the Virginia Annual Conference. Also, I thank you again for 
your patience throughout this difficult situation, particularly your non-anxious presence on 
Saturday. 
 
Option Technologies, the consultant retained for the Annual Conference to handle numerous 
information technology issues, including the voting function, has also apologized for the failures and 
for letting the Conference down. These developments are especially disappointing as weeks of 
planning and preparation were conducted by hundreds of people, including Friday’s simulation. 
 
I am in extensive discussions with the Cabinet and others to formulate the best approach to ensure 
that the Annual Conference’s business is properly conducted, including ensuring an easy-to-use and 
fully accurate voting system. I will keep you apprised of significant developments. 
 
Thank you again for your patience and God bless you. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 

 
October Special Offering 

World Communion Sunday 
 

 
 

The World Communion Sunday offering 
funds graduate racial-ethnic World 
Communion Scholarships, with at least one-
half of the annual amount reserved for 
ministries beyond the United States. 
Donations also provide for undergraduate 
U.S. Ethnic Scholarship and Ethnic In-
Service Training programs.   
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Renovations and Upgrades 
         

You know something new is just around the corner when the smell of sawdust and a new coat of paint 
drifts through the air all the while the sound of a pounding hammer and blade saw can be heard.  
Thanks to Jeff Thompson and his workers for the recent renovations and upgrades to our facilities.  
In the last few weeks, we have seen an area that once was a closet transformed into our new 
handicapped accessible bathroom, which can now be accessed from the sanctuary.      
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More Renovations and Upgrades 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
         

In addition to the new bathroom, new panic 
hardware was installed on the sanctuary doors.  
And, the entry to the education building received 
a “facelift” as well.  The doors were refinished 
and the old carpet was replaced with new 
flooring.  New flooring was also installed in both 
bathrooms in the education building and it gives 
the rooms a more sophisticated look. So, join us 
for in-person worship at 8:45 am OR 11:00 am 
and check out the improvements. 
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GOD DECLARES  
By Lisa E. Clary ©June 2020 
 

God declares that he is the way to the light  
You just need to follow him and to never lose sight 
 
Walk with him and he will lead the way to the heavenly gate 
You can call on him in time of need and it is never too late 
 
God declares that he will listen and forgive if you believe  
You just have to ask and you shall receive 
 
God declares I am the way to enter into the holy land  
Praise me with prayer and in song to join the angel band 
 
Read my words and trust in what they say and what they mean to you 
God declares I am the Alpha and Omega and will guide all that you do. 
  
I hung on the cross to forgive all for their sin 
I was crucified, died and buried, but was resurrected in the end 
 
You are all my children and I am Lord of all 
I am here to catch you when you need to be picked up from the fall 
 
I will keep the devil from luring you to the land of no return 
We can all be tempted and it may be a lesson we all have to learn 
  
God declares I will bring you back to feel my strength and power 
I can make Satan quiver, shake and even cower 
 
I will fight your evils and keep you safe and wrapped in the comfort of my arms  
I will watch over you and be sure that you come to no harm 
 
God declares that I am all powerful and I fill the world with love 
I watch my creations from the heavens above 
 
I follow their hearts and actions of all they do and they should be aware 
I am the Lord almighty, your Savior Jesus Christ and the great I am is what God declares. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November Special Offering  
United Methodist Student Day 

 

 
 

 

The United Methodist Student Day offering 

furnishes scholarships and loans for students 

attending United Methodist – related and 

other accredited colleges and universities. 
 

 

 
Budget for 2020:                                  $240,700 
 

GF Offering received thru Sept.20, 2020:            $148,746 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2020:                             62% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2019:                 67% 
  

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2020:           84 
 

YTD Avg Sunday School Attendance 2020:                  40 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month 
 

With about 21 million people affected, diabetes is one of 
the fastest growing epidemics in the country.   
 

Diabetes is a disease that causes glucose (sugar) levels in the blood 
to be too high.  Your blood always has some glucose in it because 
your body needs glucose for energy to keep you going. Too much 
glucose in the blood is not good for your health.   
 

Type 1 diabetes, formerly called insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus or "juvenile" diabetes, is an 
autoimmune disorder. It is a chronic condition where the pancreas produces little or no insulin. 
 

Type 2 diabetes (T2D), formerly known as adult-onset diabetes, is a form of diabetes that is 
characterized by high blood sugar, insulin resistance, and relative lack of insulin.  
 

Common symptoms of diabetes include: 

• increased thirst 

• frequent urination 

• unexplained weight loss 

• fatigue (weak, tired feeling)  

• blurred vision 
 

Your health care provider may tell you that you have "pre-diabetes", a condition where your blood 
glucose levels are higher than normal, but not high enough to be called diabetes. Pre-diabetes means 
that you may get diabetes down the road, and are more likely to have heart disease or a stroke.  Even 
if you have pre-diabetes, you may be able to delay or prevent Type 2 diabetes by exercising (walking) 
every day, eating a healthy diet and weight loss.   
 

The risk for Type 2 goes up as you get older, gain weight and become less active.  Being overweight 
is one of the leading risk factors for developing Type 2 diabetes, however the risks don't stop there. 
Other risk factors include: 

• Having high blood pressure 

• Having a family history of diabetes 

• Having a history of diabetes during pregnancy or having a baby weighing more than 9 pounds 
at birth. 

 

Remember that diabetes is a serious disease with no cure. Two out of every three people with diabetes 
die from heart disease or stroke.  Many people think that type 1 is the "bad" kind and that type 2 is 
just a minor inconvenience, but both can lead to serious complications like blindness, amputations, 
and kidney failure. So, remember, don't wait for the signs!  If you have any of the above symptoms, 
contact your health care provider right away. 
 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
 
 

 
 

Camp Refuel Youth Retreat 
October 23-25 More information and how to register can be found here:       
https://www.lightthenight.net/refuel Deadline to register is October 11th. 
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Upper Room Update 
 

One might easily realize that this is not a 
normal year. Well for the Upper Room 
Ministries we have had to pause like all others 
from our daily routine of service to the 
community. Sometimes God just says slow 
down and take a break! I sure heard it! I believe 
all our volunteers enjoyed the two months off 
during the initial Covid-19 pandemic. Pray for 
our nation and the families of those we lost. 
 
Thankfully after this unexpected hiatus we are 
back again in business. I’m so grateful for the 
volunteers that have stepped up and resumed 
the day to day operations of the thrift store. Yes, 
it can be day to day, even though we are only 
open Tuesday afternoons and Saturdays for the 
public. There are many behind the scene 
activities people don’t always see. The 
volunteers come in quite frequently during the 
rest of the week to meet the high demand of 
going through donations and making them 

presentable to our community. Many times, 
unscheduled donations are dropped off in the 
front or back of the store. I and other volunteers 
drive by daily to get those donations out of the 
potential rain. The donations are our bread and 
butter to make this ministry possible. 
 
We were blessed with the closing of Gordmans 
to acquire some much-needed shopping carts 
and shoe rack. The customers love them. 
 
In the chart below, is our first charitable 
donations this year despite the loss of two 
months we were closed. All are volunteers are 
grateful for your continued support. Come see 
our recent displays of holiday finery. Thanks, 
for your continued support and donations. 
Consider joining us! We love to have new 
volunteers. Fun, Fellowship, and Face Masks. 
                                                         

 - Rick Carroll, Missions Chairperson  
 

 

Upper Room Distributions 1st and 2nd Quarters  
 

Africa University – Tooth Paste Fund  $ 500.00  

Agape Christian Children Community Center  $ 500.00  

Camp Kesem (cancer support by college students)  $ 500.00  

Be the Light-Stacey Eubanks missionary  $ 500.00  

Down East Partnership (Bethany Lambeth)  $ 500.00  

MARC- Support of the 3 Homes  $ 500.00  

Mecklenburg County Cancer Association (local support)  $ 500.00  

Operation Smile - cleft palate surgery  $ 500.00  

Ronald McDonald's House (Charlottesville)  $ 500.00  

Samaritans Purse - Covid 19 support  $ 500.00  

South Hill Fire Department  $ 1,000.00  

Southside Rescue Squad  $ 1,000.00  

St Jude’s Children Hospital - children with cancer  $ 500.00  

VCU/CMH Hospice Program - (local support) $ 1,000.00  

Volunteers for Christ-ramps and repairs  $ 1,000.00  

Wings Ministry- Women's Hygiene kits  $ 1,000.00  

Wycliffe Bible Translators-Guthrie’s (1st – 3rd quarters)  $ 3,750.00  

YUGO Ministries -Annie Judd (1st – 3rd quarters)  $ 1,350.00  

Total Distributions 1st and 2nd Quarters  $ 15,600.00  
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October 1  Marcus Fuller 
October 2  Kimberly Barbour 
October 2  Chris Clary 
October 2  Benjamin Ringo 
October 3  Charles Wright 
October 4  Roberta Payne 
October 6  Dustin Spears 
October 8  William Stanley 
October 9  Lewis Nichols 
October 10  Hilary Hettich 
October 10  Tyler Howerton 
October 11  Virgil Peters 
October 11  Pat Wall 
October 12  Cathy Howerton 
October 12  Erik Jones 
October 12  Brian Pearce 
October 13  Warren Edwards 
October 14  Mickey Moore 
October 15  Robert Thompson 
October 17  Johnathan Nichols 
October 17  Roger Tanner 
October 19  Kim Clary 
October 20  Dwayne Gwaltney 
October 21  Connie Hendrick 
October 21  Glenda Tucker 
October 22  Emma Lou Banfield 
October 22  Wella Crowder 
October 23  Gary Creamer 
October 23  Heather Crocker 
October 24  Steve Tanner 
October 25  Peggy Conner 
October 25  Matthew Lynch 
October 25  Julia Taylor 
October 26  Glenn Barbour 
October 27  Mary Coulter 
October 28  Doris Morris 
October 29  Matt Farnsworth 
October 29  Dylan Shafer 
October 30  Daniel Gwaltney 
October 31  Georgia Shoop 
October 31  Doris Turner 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
November 1  Michael Crosswhite 
November 2  Donald Curtis 
November 2  Sarah Hutson 
November 2  Sarah Reynolds 
November 2  Brian Siegle 
November 4  Maxine Crowder 
November 4  Austin Graham 
November 4  Jeff Jacobs 
November 4  Sherri Tanner 
November 6  Angie Calhoun 
November 6  Brian Tanner 
November 7  Helena Hettich 
November 8  Nancy Merrel 
November 8  Thomas Stapleton 
November 9  Sandra Kinker 
November 10  Jananne Mathison 
November 12  Tyler Jamison 
November 13  Wayne Hudson 
November 15  Jacob Newton 
November 20 Lloyd Farnsworth 
November 20 Jason Gill 
November 21  Susan Niblett 
November 22  Wayne Fussell 
November 22  Bryant Pearce 
November 23  Hannah Blair 
November 23  Hope Walker 
November 24  Mary Kay Wesson 
November 25  James Kidd 
November 25  Jeremy Lambert 
November 25  Shirlene Vaughan 
November 26  Vickie Ellington 
November 26  Bob Maslen 
November 27  Rick Carroll 
November 27  Kate Ringo 
November 30 Gavin Gwaltney 
 

 

 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 
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Some services and activities are 
cancelled or postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Check the church 
website for announcements and 
updates. 
 
 
October 4th   World Communion Sunday 
October 7th   SPRC Meeting 7 pm via zoom 
October 18th  Laity Sunday 
October 23rd – 25th  Camp Refuel – Youth Retreat 
November 4th   Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 
November 8th  Church Council Meeting 12:15 pm 
November 14th  Conference Palooza 9:30 am via 

zoom 
November 16th  Dec/Jan Newsletter Articles Due 
November 26th  Thanksgiving Day - office closed 
November 27th  Thanksgiving Holiday –  

office closed 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy T. Watkins 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 

Upcoming Events 

 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin St. 
South Hill, VA 23970 

shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 
www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
     Youth 5 pm 
 

Tuesdays: Bible Study suspended 

     7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     Choir Rehearsal suspended 

     8:00 pm AA Meeting  

Thursdays  

          Hundley Service suspended 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3    Upper Room Sale at 

  619 E. Atlantic St. 

          (1st, 2nd, & 3rd Saturday) 
 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  
 

http://www.south/

