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The Pastor’s Pen… 
 
 14 “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. 2 My Father’s house has room to 
spare. If that weren’t the case, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place 
for you? 3 When I go to prepare a place for you, I will return and take you to be with me 
so that where I am you will be too. 4 You know the way to the place I’m going.” 
25 “I have spoken these things to you while I am with you. 26 The Companion, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and will remind 
you of everything I told you. 27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to 
you not as the world gives. Don’t be troubled or afraid. 
 

John 14:1-4, 25-27 
 

First of all, I would like to give a very big thank 
you to the South Hill United Methodist Church 
congregation. I received several expressions of 
appreciation for October’s Pastor Appreciation 
Month, including the one given during 
worship. I do feel appreciated, and thank you 
all for your prayers. 
 

While we are focusing on thanking, we have 
just gone through our national day of 
Thanksgiving. This year felt different and 
strange. Larger groups didn’t happen. Travel 
didn’t happen as much. We were more cut off 
than we are used to. Our gut reaction would be 
to complain. But… this also gives us an 
opportunity for giving thanks for what really is 
important. Thanksgiving, the giving of thanks, 
is important to our mental well-being, our 
spiritual focus, and our physical health as well. 
Find something to give thanks to God for every 
day. Say it out loud. You’ll be better for it. 
 

One of the biggest things I am thankful for this 
year is that we have been able to continue 
being church in the midst of strange times. The 
trappings become less important and the 
substance remains. What I mean is that our 
faith of hope and message of salvation through 
Jesus Christ does not change and is even more 

important to share now that it ever has been 
before. I think of the chorus of the hymn by 
Richard Avery and Donald Marsh, “I am the 
church, you are the church, we are the church 
together. All who follow Jesus, all around the 
world, yes, we’re the church together!” We are, 
indeed.   
 

 
 
As we head into Advent, Christmas, and a new 
year, remember that. We are the church. We 
are the church, together. Nothing can change 
that, unless we let it. This year has been 
different, but we can still celebrate the one true 
God. We can still lead the community with 
God’s love and care.  The world is changing, 
but so are we. Let us seek to change in 
alignment with God’s will for us. (continued on 
page 2) 
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(The Pastor’s Pen - continued from page 1) Christ 
is come, and he promises his peace. He 
promises to be with us. He promises the peace 
that allows us to not be troubled or afraid, even 
when the world seems strange.  
 
With a heart-felt attitude of thanksgiving, have 
a Merry Christmas and a truly Happy New 
Year! In the words penned by Charles Dickens 
in the mouth of Tiny Tim, may “God bless us, 
every one!” 

 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Brian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Shawl 
 

 
 
 

The prayer shawl group is changing their day 
and time - at least for the winter. 
 

They will meet the 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 
10:00 am til 11:30 am in the Library. They will 
not meet the 4th Wednesdays in November and 
December. 

Society of St. Andrew 
Advent Devotions 

 
In light of a particularly 
troubling year, you’re 
invited to reclaim a 
spirit of peace this 
Advent season. This 
year’s theme, Peace Be 
with You, celebrates 
God’s longstanding and 
all-powerful promises of 
peace. The Lord’s 
promises should provide 
you comfort knowing 
that no matter the trial 

or the enemy, as the Creator of the universe, 
the Lord’s peace is abundantly available to all. 
This devotional series is intended to help you 
find rest and renewal in the busy days ahead. 
A limited number of devotionals are available 
in the narthex and on the table outside the 
chapel.  You may also download your copy on 
our church website at:     
https://www.southhillumc.org/advent-
devotional-2020/ 

 
 

 
 
Please call the church office if you need a box 
of offering envelopes for the upcoming year.     
Bundles of envelopes are always available in 
the narthex and entrance to the chapel. 

 
 
 

Upper Room  
 

Upper Room Ministries is in need of large 
plastic bags for comforters, quilts, etc. If you 
have any to donate, please call Rick Carroll at 
434-917-1616 or drop them off at the church 
office during normal business hours. 

 
December Special Offering 

United Methodist Family Services 
 

 
 
 

UMFS does not receive any funds through 
church apportionments.  Your generous gift 
goes directly to UMFS to support high-risk 

children, empowering them to contribute to 
society as engaged citizens. 
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UMW Shares Blessings 
 
South Hill UMW made baskets to be 
distributed to United Methodist Family 
Services for children in the foster care 
program. We made 5 movie baskets which 
contained the following: Holiday movie, 
popcorn, popcorn bucket, candy and DVD, 
“The Chosen”. 
 

We also made 5 Holiday Craft baskets which 
contained: Cookie mix, icing, sprinkles, cookie 
cutters, ornament to decorate and mixing 
bowl. 
 

 
 
Even though we have not been able to meet, we 
stay in touch with members and continue to 
serve others. A special thank you to Susie 
Brack for the wonderful DVD “The Chosen”. It 
is our hope that these children will experience 
the love of God and know that they are loved. 
 

We wish all of you a Blessed Christmas and 
pray for a better 2021. 
 

- Charlene Gray 
UMW President 

 
 
 

 

Financially Free Forever 
 

 
 
Do you, or someone you know, want to be debt 
and financially free forever? According to 
Proverbs 22:7b “a borrower is a slave to a 
lender.” So, if you are tired of giving your 
money to someone else and being enslaved by 
your debt, there is hope! 
 

Many of you have heard of Dave Ramsey and 
his 9-week program called Financial Peace 
University to eliminate debt and learn to 
control your money rather than your money 
controlling you. He also has a cadre of 
Financial Coaches who provide one-on-one 
financial coaching. 
 

So … we at South Hill UMC are considering 
offering both of these options as a ministry to 
our members and to our community during 
these challenging times. Are you and/or 
another person interested in either (or both) of 
these ministries? If yes, then which of these 
options would you/they like to have? 
 

1) Financial Peace University program? 
a) In-person (when allowed) 
b) Zoom online classes 

2) Individual Financial Coaching? 
a) In-person (when allowed) 
b) Zoom online session 

 

If there is an interest in this ministry, please let 
Susie Brack know at (susiebrack@vaumc.org) 
or (434-447-2649). Susie has used COVID 
time to take the Ramsey Financial Coach 
Master Training and will offer either or both of 
these ministries through South Hill UMC. 
 

2021 General Conference 
August 29-September 7, 2021, 

Minneapolis, MN 
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CONFERENCE PALOOZA was held on 
November 14, by way of Zoom.  
 
Our District Conference followed the Annual 
Conference theme of “See All the People." “So, 
reach out and welcome one another to God’s 
glory. Jesus did it; now you do it!”                                                                                                             
Romans 15:7 (MSG)  
 
Wow! In less than 2 hours, we completed 67 
Charge Conferences (107 churches) and the 
Farmville District Conference. The District 
Conference usually takes about 2 hours, the 
charge conferences take about one hour each, 
and then there is travel time for everyone. 
There were approximately 245 clergy and laity 
who joined in attendance for the Charge 
Conferences and 219 for the District 
Conference.  
 
Sincere thanks to Rev. Denise Bates for her 
outstanding job carrying out the worship and 
necessary business meetings articulately. 
 
 

January Special Offering  
Human Relations 

 

 
 
Your support of Human Relations is used to 
strengthen United Methodist outreach to 
communities in the US and Puerto Rico, 
encouraging social justice and work with         
at-risk youth. 
 

 

 
 
 

A Hometown Christmas 
Reverse Parade 

 

 
 
 
The South Hill Chamber of Commerce 
presents “A Hometown Christmas Reverse 
Parade” on December 5th at 7 pm.  This will be 
a reverse parade. Entries will be parked along 
the established parade route, beginning at the 
signal light at the intersection of Atlantic Street 
& Mecklenburg Avenue, and concluding on W. 
Danville Street. The display line up will be 
determined by the size of entered displays, and 
by the total number of entries. 
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I WILL CARRY YOU  
By Lisa E. Clary © October 2020 
 

When you are tired and weak, I will carry you 
When nothing seems to go right, I will carry you 
When your heart is sad and broken, I will carry you 
When others make you feel unworthy, I will carry you 
I will pick you up, lift you to new heights and carry you 
When you seem lost, I will find you and I will carry you 
When your spirit is broken, I will carry you 
When the world seems to be against you, I will carry you 
When you hurt from the inside I will carry you 
I will pick you up, let you walk until you can’t anymore and then, I will carry you 
When the world beats you down, I will carry you 
When life seems to be too much for you to handle, I will carry you 
When you cry tears from pain, I will carry you 
When there is nowhere else to go, I will find a place and I will carry you 
When you feel as if everything is a burden, I will carry you 
When your life is near the end I will call the angels and I will carry you 
I will pick you up, give you a sense of peace and I will carry you 
I will carry you to my heavenly home where great things await. 
You will now know eternal life like never before 
I will give you strength and you will feel at home here, because when you need me most I have carried you. 
You have come this far because in your time of need I carried you 
When no one else wanted to help, I have carried you 
When you are listening and waiting for a sign from me 
Please remember I am always here and I have carried you. 
Your new home is waiting and there are great things on the other side 
I will let you rest there now because this is where you belong 
You have completed your life journey and I have carried you home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

 
 

Our Christmas Eve Service will be held on 
Thursday, December 24th at 5 pm.  Please 
note that 100% of the offering received for 
this service will be given to the United 
Methodist Family Services. 
 

 
 
Budget for 2020:                                  $240,700 
 

GF Offering received thru Nov. 22, 2020:            $186,731 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2020:                             78% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2019:                 84% 
  

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2020:           82 
 

YTD Avg Sunday School Attendance 2020:                  40 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 
Hypothermia:  A Cold Weather Hazard 

 
Almost everyone knows about winter dangers such as broken bones from 
falling on ice or breathing problems caused by cold air. But not everyone 
knows that cold weather can also lower the temperature inside your body.  
This drop-in body temperature is called hypothermia and it can be deadly if 
not treated quickly. 
 
Hypothermia can happen anywhere, not just outside and not just in northern states.  In fact, some 
older people can have a mild form of hypothermia if the temperature in their home is too cool.   
 
What are the Signs of Hypothermia? 

• Confusion or sleepiness 
• Slowed or slurred speech, or shallow breathing 
• Weak pulse 
• Change in behavior or in the way a person looks 
• Excessive shivering or no shivering at all 
• Stiffness in the arms or legs 
• Poor control over body movements or slow reactions 

 
A normal body temperature is 98.6 degrees, a few degrees lower (for example) 95 degrees can be 
dangerous.  It may cause an irregular heartbeat leading to heart problems.  If you think someone 
could have hypothermia, use a thermometer to take their temperature, if the reading doesn't rise 
above 96 degrees, call for emergency help.   While waiting for help to arrive, keep warm and dry and 
give them something warm to drink, but nothing containing caffeine. 
 
Tips to avoid Hypothermia: 

• Stay away from cold places 
• Pay attention to how cold it is where you are 
• Stay inside on cold and windy days 
• Wear warm cloths including a hat and gloves if you have to go out  
• Wear several layers of loose clothing (the layers will trap warm air between them) 
• Don't wear tight clothing (it can keep your blood from flowing freely and this can lead to loss 

of body heat) 
  

Left untreated, hypothermia can lead to complete failure of your heart and respiratory system and 
eventually to death. So, this winter when the temperatures drop, bundle up and stay warm. Merry 
Christmas to everyone and a healthy, happy, prosperous, Blessed New Year! 
 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
 
 

 
Check out the front of the church 
on Mecklenburg Avenue to see our 
new way to share the Christmas 
message with the community. 
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From the fullness of His grace 
we have received one blessing after another. 

John 1: 16 
                                           

Happy Birthday 
                                                                                                                
 

 
December 3  Joshua Merrel 
December 3  Charles Warren 
December 5  Nick Faulconer 
December 5  Christy Stewart 
December 6  Nancy Conner 
December 7  Mike Berryman 
December 7  Brady Burke 
December 9  Mason Mills 
December 9  Jessica Pearce 
December 10  Hayden Blair 
December 10  Mindy Shafer 
December 11  Jon Hardin 
December 11  Jo Beth Hardin 
December 12  Libbie Calhoun 
December 12  Anne Cole 
December 13  Killian Snead 
December 15  Glen Cox 
December 16  Brian Crutchfield 
December 17  Hilary Tackett 
December 18  Matthew Hunt 
December 18  Sue Justis 
December 18  Mary Tatum 
December 20  Chuck Liles 
December 20  Jane Wells 
December 21  Josh McGarvey 
December 21  Earl Rowley 
December 22  Holly Gillispie 
December 22  Lisa Rowley 
December 23  Samantha Pearce 
December 24  Holly Siegle 
December 26  Ann Nichols 
December 29  Jan Fussell 
December 31  Sam Carroll  

 
 

 
 
 
 
January 1   Lee Siegle 
January 2   Michael Tucker 
January 2   Madison Whittemore 
January 5   Elizabeth Black 
January 7   Peter Hunt 
January 9   Scott Jackson 
January 12   Buck Calhoun 
January 12   Brian Gittman 
January 12   Carrie Wilson 
January 13   Doug Carroll 
January 13   Claibourne Rudd 
January 14  Herbert Lee Farrar 
January 14  Clara Spence 
January 14  Ruby Spence 
January 16  Skyler Wells 
January 17  Charles Moseley 
January 17  Ben Taylor 
January 19  Kathy Sims 
January 20      Philip Ware 
January 22  Doug Child 
January 25  Kyle Tanner 
January 26  Kristen Hudson 
January 27  Amanda Shook 
January 28      Amy Lynch 
January 29      Cynthia Carter 
January 29      Steven Furr 
January 29      Henry Ponton 
January 29      Charles Spears 

          
 
If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 
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Some services and activities are 
cancelled or postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Check the church 
website for announcements and 
updates. 
 
 
December 1st   Giving Tuesday 
December 5th  A Hometown Christmas Reverse 

Parade 7 pm 
December 6th   SPRC Meeting 12:30 pm Zoom 
December 9th   Prayer Shawl 10:00 am 
December 24th  Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service 5 pm 
December 25th  Christmas Day 
December 24th – 31st  Christmas Break – office closed 
January 1st   New Year’s Day – office closed 
January 12th   Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 
January 17th  Church Council Meeting 12:15 pm 
January 18th  Feb/Mar Newsletter Articles Due 

Church Staff 
Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 
Music 

Director/Organist 
Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative 
 

   

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 
Upcoming Events 

 
     

   
    

    
 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 
South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 
office@southhillumc.org 
www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

     
   

    
    

 

 

 
 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
     Youth 5 pm 
 
Tuesdays: Bible Study suspended 
     7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  
     Choir Rehearsal suspended 
     8:00 pm AA Meeting  

Thursdays  
          Hundley Service suspended 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3    Upper Room Sale at 
  619 E. Atlantic St. 
          (1st, 2nd, & 3rd Saturday) 
 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays: 10 am Prayer 
  Shawl Meeting  
 

http://www.south/

	14 “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. 2 My Father’s house has room to spare. If that weren’t the case, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for you? 3 When I go to prepare a place for you, I will return and take yo...
	25 “I have spoken these things to you while I am with you. 26 The Companion, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I told you. 27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you...
	John 14:1-4, 25-27
	2021 General Conference

