
 

 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2020 

 
ENTRANCE 

 
GATHERING, WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE                                   Good King Wenceslas                                             Loyd                                                                   
 
ENTRANCE OF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                     (Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org) 

Unexpectedly, the time came! The child was born! 
The Savior of the world is here! 
Unexpectedly, the angels told the shepherds of the newborn Savior; 
The Savior of the world is here! 
Unexpectedly, the shepherds went and found the child, lying in a manger. 
The Savior of the world is here! 
We wait for Christ to come again. 

We wait for Christ to enter our world and lives in a new way. 
Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 
*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; 
Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, 
that we might affirm our King Jesus. 

It is time we set aflame this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ Candle. 
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of the Virgin 

Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. He was the long-awaited Messiah 
whose coming was prophesied. The same Jesus lives today in our 
hearts. He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment. In 
Jesus Christ our hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our 
joy is complete; and our peace is sealed. 

Rejoice, a Savior is born. 
A savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world! 

 



 

PRAYER                                                                                                            (Life in Liturgy) 

O God, you are never revealed so completely as in the face of the child of 
Bethlehem. Hear us as we give you thanks for those who today reveal your 
love in our world in his spirit. 

We pray for those who give you hands by doing their best toward their 
brothers and sisters; for those who give you a mouth by speaking words of 
justice and peace for the broken and oppressed; for those who give your 
poverty the look of hope for your reign, revealing you simply by being 
your children, reflecting your beauty as did your only Son Jesus. 

We hold up in prayer the lonely and hurting, the hungry and homeless, the 
sick and dispossessed, knowing that your heart has always been nearest 
those who are poor in spirit and least likely to be thought of as people 
touched by the hand of divinity. 

As we remember how you came to live among us in the flesh, and as we 
celebrate that moment long ago which lives forever in the hearts of those 
who believe, and as we long for your fullness in our lives that we too might 
enflesh the goodness and love of Christ in our day, we ask that you would 
bless us, your church, to be food for the hungry and hope for those who are 
lost and alone—a living testament of Christ’s faithfulness to you. May all 
who drink of your one spirit receive new life to give to those in our world 
who are thirsty for meaning and belonging. 

Pour out your Spirit upon us, your people. Continue in our lives the 
mystery of Christmas. Let your Son become flesh in us, so that we 
may reveal you to our world all the days of our lives. Holy child of 
Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. Cast out our sin and enter in. 
Be born in us today.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                       UMH 895 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory, 

forever. Amen. 



 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you, 
And also with you. 

 

 
The Word 

 

The Beginning 

Genesis 1:26-31 

The Fall 

Genesis 3:17-19 

The Promise 

Genesis 22:15-18 

The Hope 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Special Music    O Come All Ye Faithful 

The Setup 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

Titus 2:11-14 

Special Music                     Away in the Manger 

The Story 

Luke 2:1-20 

Special Music        Mary Did You Know? 

The Meaning 

John 1:1-14 
  



 

RESPONSE 
 
PRAYER                                    (sacredise.com) 

In our more cynical or despairing moments, 
we wrestle with faith 
and with the idea of you coming to us, O God; 

But, somewhere in our hearts we know, 
that we do not need you to come, 
because you have always been here 
with us, 
among us, 
within us. 

And so now, as we welcome you again, 
we acknowledge that you need no welcome; 
it is we who need to remember 
who need to see again your presence, 
who need to allow your ‘with-us-ness’ 
to flood our hearts and lives. 

Welcome to our world, Jesus, 
but more importantly, we thank you 
for welcoming us 
into your ever-coming, always-present world. 

Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Going Forth 
 

* Passing of the Light of Christ 
(The person on the end should dip the unlit candle into the flame, and then pass the light down 
the pew, each person tilting the unlit candle into the flame as one bows one’s heart before God 
to receive the fire of the Holy Spirit.) 

  



 

 
* Carol                     “Silent Night”         

 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht 

Alles schläft; einsam wacht 

Nur das traute hochheilige Paar. 

Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 

 

Noche de paz, noche de amor, 

Todo duerme en derredor. 

Entre sus astros que esparcen su luz 

Bella anunciando al niñito Jesús. 

Brilla la estrella de paz, 

Brilla la estrella de paz. 

 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Please depart whenever you are ready. 
Please join us at 11pm for a special on-line worship experience. 

  



 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 
South Hill United Methodist wishes you and yours 

a very Merry Christmas! 
 
 
We pray for you to know Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, in ways that change 
your life, strengthen your service, and mark you as a faithful and reliable friend 
in the year ahead. 
 

We invite you to benefit from the fellowship and ministries of South Hill UMC, by 
joining in our weekly worship service at 11:00 am either in person or on-line. We 
look forward to being able to offer a more opportunities to gather and grow 
together, soon 

 
Our offering tonight will go to United Methodist Family Services. 

For over 100 years UMFS has been helping children and families in Virginia find hope. Through 
treatment foster care programs, foster parents and children find one another and often go on to 
become adoptive families. Through residential treatment programs at the Child & Family Healing 
Center and Leland House, girls and boys overcome trauma and heal. Through Charterhouse School, 
students with special needs and autism find help and success. And through Project LIFE, teens 
aging out of foster care in Virginia find new skills and a voice. Through all services, children and 
families find hope. Please consider supporting this important ministry.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

Rev. Brian D. Siegle, Pastor 
pastor@southhillumc.org 

 
105 Franklin Street, South Hill, Virginia 23970 

office@southhillumc.org 
Website:  www.southhillumc.org 

 
Phone: (434) 447-4761 

Emergency: (434) 878-0855 
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