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The Pastor’s Pen… 
 
   Death has been swallowed up by a victory. 
55         Where is your victory, Death? 
Where is your sting, Death? 
(56 Death’s sting is sin, and the power of sin is the Law.) 57 Thanks be to God, who gives 
us this victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 58 As a result of all this, my loved brothers 
and sisters, you must stand firm, unshakable, excelling in the work of the Lord as 
always, because you know that your labor isn’t going to be for nothing in the Lord. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:54b-58 
 
 

Death has been swallowed up in victory. That 
is the crux of the Gospel that makes Easter the 
greatest day in our faith. Resurrection is the 
defeat of the thing that our world teaches us to 
fear the most. If the thing to fear the most has 
been defeated, what left is there to fear at all? 
Yet, our world seems to feed off of fear. Those 
seeking power stoke fear in order to control 
others. Fear separates and divides us. 
Especially in the last year of uncertainty, the 
language of fear invades much of our 
conversation, even within the church. Fear 
controls budgeting, mission dreaming, and 
even sharing the glorious Word of God with 
those around us. Fear has a hold of us all, even 
though Jesus defeated it by leaving the tomb. 
 
So, what can we do about that? First and 
foremost, we can pray. Prayer is more about us 
learning to bend to God’s will than anything 
else. As we open our hearts in conversation 
with God, we learn more and more to trust in 
the Divine and more of what it is to be God’s 
people. Second, we can study. Reading and 
studying God’s word in Scripture is the 
primary way we learn about God. Because it is 
so powerful, we must also learn to not rely 
solely on our own understanding. We need to 

encourage discussion and new perspectives of 
the great living word. Third, we must do. Being 
transformed into God’s image of us requires 
action. Grace is freely offered. Faith is our 
response to that grace. Action is the 
manifestation of that faith in the world. 
Sharing God’s love with the world is what 
happens when we believe in that love – a love 
that suffered, died, and rose again for each of 
and all of us. (continued on page 2) 
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(The Pastor’s Pen - continued from page 1) We 
cannot let fear win, for it has already been 
defeated. Celebrate the wonder, mystery, and 
miracle of Easter. Claim resurrection! Be God’s 
people for a hurting world. We can do this, 
despite any difficulty or fear, for “you must 
stand firm, unshakable, excelling in the works 
of the Lord always, because you know that your 
labor isn’t going to be for nothing in the Lord.” 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Brian 

 

 
 

 
 
Please join us for our Good Friday Service on 
Friday, April 2nd at 7:00 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT CHANGE - "KITS FOR 
CONFERENCE" Effort    

 

Many of our churches' United Methodist 
Women units and other groups and 
individuals undertake a big project every 
spring: assembling health, school, and 
cleaning “Kits for Conference.” The Virginia 
Conference collects 40,000 to 50,000 kits 
each year - all of which are shipped to the 
UMCOR Sager-Brown depot in Baldwin, 
Louisiana. But because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, our districts will need to change 
their approach to kit-making - at least 
temporarily. 
 

The pandemic has affected the operations of 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
UMCOR. UMCOR hasn’t been able to process 
new kits or to ship their existing kits overseas 
as usual. So UMCOR is asking that conferences 
NOT make hygiene, school, or cleaning kits 
this year.   
 

Churches and UMWs are being asked to devote 
their kit-making energies to ministries and 
non-profits in their local communities. Do you 
have a feeding ministry, or a ministry to the 
homeless in your community? Perhaps your 
local public school system would appreciate 
the same sort of “kits” that your church has 
traditionally made for Conference, every year. 
Conference kit coordinators recommend that 
churches explore these closer-to-home 
possibilities, as NO KITS will be accepted as 
part of this year’s (virtual) Annual Conference. 
Questions may be addressed to Rev. David 
Magruder at davidmagruder@vaumc.org. 
 

We’ll continue to store kits at Farmville United 
Methodist Church, 212 High St in Farmville, 
until May 30. At that time, a crew will re-box, 
shrink-wrap, and palletize the kits we have in 
storage.  
 

If you already have kits made, please set up a 
time to deliver them to Farmville UMC - CALL 
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT, Farmville UM 
Church, 434-392-4686. The deadline is May 
30, 2021. 

 

 
April Special Offering  

Native American Ministries 
 

Nurtures missions with Native Americans 
and provides scholarships for United 

Methodist Native American seminarians. 
 

 

 
 

Easter Sunrise Service 
Please join us for Easter Sunrise Worship 
Service on Sunday, April 4th at 7 am in the 
field across from   the church 
 
 



3 
 
 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 
Surviving Seasonal Allergies 

 
Spring is in the air, along with tiny tree, weed, and grass particles.  If you 
suffer from pollen allergies or hay fever, that means sniffling, sneezing and 
watery, itchy eyes. Allergies can also trigger asthma symptoms; such as 
wheezing, coughing and shortness of breath. 
 
If you've had cold like symptoms for more than a week, the reason might be spring allergies. Limit 
your exposure to allergens by staying inside during the morning and on windy days when pollen 
counts are highest. Close the windows and use an air conditioner during the high pollen times. 
 
People can develop asthma at any age, but some adults dismiss asthma symptoms as allergies or a 
normal part of aging.  If your physician prescribes allergy or asthma medicine for you, tell any other 
health care providers you visit about these medicines.  Some medicines, like beta blockers can 
prevent asthma medicines from working. So, this spring take steps to avoid your allergy triggers. 
 
 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
 

 
 

May Special Offering  
Annual Conference 

 

 
 
This offering is collected at Annual Conference  
each year to support projects designated by the 
bishop.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Budget for 2021:                                  $241,480 
 

GF Offering received thru Mar. 28, 2021:            $   63,023 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2021:                             26% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2020:                 24% 
  

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2021:           64 
 

YTD Avg Sunday School Attendance 2021:    
                

 

 
 
Ethel Klingenberg 
United Methodist Communities 
at Bristol Glen 
200 Bristol Glen Drive, Apt. 418 
Newton, NJ 07860 
973-940-1788 
 

 
 
Pastor Brian & Family will be on 
vacation April 5th – April 12th.  Pastor 
Susie Brack will be covering in his 
absence.  Call Emergency number  
434-878-0855 if you need assistance. 
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South Hill UMC Youth Group on a Mission 
 
An ice storm brought down numerous trees and powerlines in the Southside 
Virginia area in February.  So, our church was on a mission to assist in clean up.  A 
local family requested assistance and there was more debris than expected, but 
many hands make light work and the youth got it done in 2 hours as they filled up 
a dump truck and added to the existing pile that the town of Lacrosse will pick up.  
Many thanks to our volunteers for a job well done! 
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Youth workday 
pictures continued 
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VIRTUAL LAY SERVANT CLASS BEING OFFERED - The Rappahannock River District is 
pleased to offer a virtual training session this May!  We will offer the following classes on ZOOM: 
Basic, UM Polity, Leading Worship. The classes will be held on May 1, 8, and 15 from 8:30 am to 
noon. You must attend all 3 sessions to receive credit for the class. The classes are open to all districts. 
https://www.rappahannockriverdistrict.org/resources/summary/6-flyers/632-virtual-lay-servant-
training-may-2021 HOW TO GET YOUR BOOK/S: You are responsible for purchasing the 
workbook: Bookstore.UpperRoom.org, cokesbury.com, or Amazon.com.  Amazon may offer gently 
used books. Please make $15 checks payable to Rappahannock River District UMC and mail check 
along with the flyer by Monday, April 26, 2021, to Rappahannock River District Office, PO BOX 100, 
Ladysmith, VA 22501. NO CASH, PLEASE. If you have any questions, please contact our Director of 
Lay Servant Ministries, Pastor Kevin Elmore, at kevinelmore@vaumc.org. 

FOLLOW ME 
By Lisa E. Clary © 2021 
 
Follow me and I will lead the way  
Through the darkest hours of your day 
 
I will guide you through when you are lost 
As long as I am with you I will pay the cost  
 
The path you are on may have a twist and turn 
But rest assured this is so you will learn  
 
You may veer off but there is always a way back 
Follow me and you will always have someone by your side  
I will be your comfort, protector and by that you can abide 
 
The road may seem crooked and appear to be long 
But when you travel it you will know that my guidance is strong  
 
I will hold your hand and you will feel my strength and calm 
You will understand how it is to feel safe from all harm 
 
So many things may block the way and you have to walk around 
But each step you take will lead you closer to firmer ground 
 
Follow me and you will never be left behind  
You will know gratitude, feel grateful and know I am kind 
 
Great things will be waiting for you as we move closer to our goal 
You will know what it is like to feel complete and whole.  
 
There will be times when you will stumble and fall 
But I will reach out and pick you up every time you call 
 
Follow me and doors will open and you will no longer be alone  
For I have stayed ahead of you and I am leading you home. 
 
Follow me and you will have eternal life in heaven above  
Your footsteps will walk in mine and you will know you are being led with love 
 
Follow me and believe in me with all of your heart 
As long as you have faith in me we will never be apart.  
 
I am here to stand with you and I always will be 
You just have to know I am here, step forward and follow me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 2, 2021 
 

 

 

 

Virginia Annual 
Conference 

 
The June Session of Virginia 
Annual Conference will be held 
virtually June 18 – 19, 2021 
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April 2       Heather Moore 
April 4  Chad Barbour 
April 4       Randy Cash 
April 4      Charlie Mills 
April 7      Neil Burke 
April 9       Parker Burke 
April 9       Mike Farnsworth 
April 9       Wendy Nash 
April 9       Debra Pearce 
April 10    Abby Spence 
April 11      Thelma Wilson    
April 12 Betty Edwards 
April 19 Sophie Crowder 
April 20 Kathleen Davis 
April 23 Chris Merrel 
April 24 Jennifer Goetzke 
April 24 Deborah Walker 
April 26 Dot Burnette 
April 26 Debbie Hayes 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
May 1  Alex Graham 
May 4       Kimberly Carroll 
May 4       Collin Clary 
May 4       Eric Hudson 
May 5       Mary Dugger 
May 6       Cynthia Davis 
May 6       Donna Worley 
May 7       Ken Sims 
May 9       Evelyn Lambert 
May 12     Beverly Walker 
May 14     Tamara Gwaltney 
May 16 Chancellor Barbour 
May 16 Sandra Griffith 
May 16      Joseph Taylor 
May 17      Kaitlin Reese 
May 18      Rob Black 
May 18      Meredith Graham 
May 18      Landon Hayes 
May 18  Cora Spence 
May 19      Kiersten Davis 
May 21      Taylor Jackson 
May 21      Angela Poythress 
May 22      Sherri Howerton 
May 25 Eddie Kemp 
May 25      Joe Ware 
May 26      Sterling Crowder 
May 31      Lisa Clary 
 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 

General Conference  
Postponed to 2022 

 
Meeting on February 20, the Commission on the 
General Conference made a decision to further 
postpone the 2020 General Conference until 
August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, 
Minn. as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
affect the safety of mass gatherings and travel. 
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Some services and activities are 
cancelled or postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Check the church 
website for announcements and 
updates. 
 
April 1st   Maundy Thursday 
April 2nd   Good Friday Service 7 pm 
April 4th   Easter 
     Sunrise Service 7 am 
     Worship Service 11 am 
April 5th   Easter Holiday – Office Closed 
April 21st   Audit Committee 9 am 
May 9th   Mother’s Day 
May 11th    Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 
May 16th  Church Council Mtg 12:30 pm 
May 23rd   Pentecost 
May 30th   Trinity Sunday 
May 31st   Memorial Day – Office Closed 
June 18th – 19th  VA Annual Conference 

Church Staff 
Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 
Music 

Director/Organist 
Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative 
 

   

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 
Upcoming Events 
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Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
     Youth 5 pm 
 
Tuesdays: Bible Study – Coming Soon 
     7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  
     Choir Rehearsal suspended 
     8:00 pm AA Meeting  

Thursdays  
          Hundley Service suspended 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3    Upper Room Sale at 
  619 E. Atlantic St. 
          (1st, 2nd, & 3rd Saturday) 
 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 
  Shawl Meeting  
 

http://www.south/
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