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The Pastor’s Pen… 
 
Yes, you will go out with celebration, and you will be brought back in peace. 
Even the mountains and the hills will burst into song before you; 
    all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  

Isaiah 55:12 
 

As I take a fairly rare moment to sit in my office 
and look out the window, I notice something. 
Outside, there is this very pretty crape myrtle 
tree. You may have noticed it outside the 
church. It is full of purple flowers and could 
easily be one of the sources of my recent 
sneezing fits. In any case, it is very beautiful 
and majestic. However, in its beauty, there is a 
problem. One of the branches is almost 
entirely blocking access to the building on the 
established path from the parking lot. And a 
metaphor is born. Our own outward 
appearance can sometimes mask an internal 
structure that is in the way. Sometimes, I fear 
that we may even get in the way of God’s work 
along life, just the way that darn branch blocks 
the path. Just like the solution to the tree is to 
remove the offending branch, there may be 
things in our lives that need to be removed so 
that the work of God can continue 
unobstructed. There are times we are the 
obstacles to our own ministry. Alternatively, 
sometimes our path is not the design of the 
Creator, no matter how well intentioned and 
thought out it may be. 
 

We are under incredible pressure in our lives. 
Pressure to conform comes from all around us. 
Sometimes, it is from the wider culture outside 
us. Other times, it comes from our families. 
Sometimes, it may come from places that seem 
holy and religious. Often these conflict with 
each other, making it difficult to be able to 
discern what is the correct way to go. No 
matter what we choose, someone will not be 

happy. Removing an offending branch 
thblocks the path may offend those who like 
the aesthetic of the unadulterated tree. Not 
removing the branch may upset those who are 
trying to access the property. We need to 
constantly navigate what is the important 
voice to appease and what is the acceptable 
voice to ignore. 
 

This is the tricky task of ministry: choosing 
which voices to hear and which ones to ignore. 
We often choose to hear the ones that we agree 
with. It’s a normal part of our human nature. 
Unfortunately, this confirmation bias can 
often lead us down rabbit holes that ultimately 
can be counter to our own goals. To prevent 
this, I think it is often best to look to Scripture 
and Jesus himself to see what voices to listen 
to. (Continued on page 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Therefore, since through God’s mercy 
we have this ministry, 
we do not lose heart. 
2 Corinthians 4:1 NIV 
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(The Pastor’s Pen - continued from page 1) As odd 
as it is for a denominationally-loyal preacher 
to say, Jesus did not bow to the voices of the 
established religion or church of the day, but 
rather listened most intently to those that had 
been left out of the community. This is difficult 
to accept, but I believe an important part of our 
faith journey. We must constantly evaluate 
which voices are important for us to listen to in 
order to fully live into the ministry God has 
before us. Often, those important voices are 
not our own.  
 

The task of listening is why we need all of us, 
together, listening. When we hear different 
voices and bring them all to the table together, 
we are able to better navigate the complicated 
cacophony of competing directions we all 
receive. Let us strive to do this even better than 
we already do, becoming and living more and 
more fully into the people of God we are called 
to be in this place and this time. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Brian 

 
 

 
 

The Staff Parish Committee along with the 
entire congregation would like to welcome 
Deborah Brown as our new Administrative 
Assistant.  She began her duties July 26th.  We 
are excited to have her here and look forward 
to working together.  Please drop by the office 
and say “Hi”!  Welcome, Deborah from South 
Hill United Methodist Church. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farmville District News    
 

The Farmville District 
welcomes Jay Carey as 
our District 
Superintendent.  Jay 
has the kind of 
personality that loves to 
meet people and make 
connections. He has 

been a D.S. for the Staunton District and has 
led a local church to beautiful growth and new 
ministries. Before that, Jay visited just about 
every local pharmacy that ever existed as a 
salesman. He knows us and our region of 
Virginia, and we are blessed to have him. 
 

 
 

Pictured with Jay is our District 
Administrative Assistant and all-around-
wonder-woman, Phyllis Goin.  Phyllis 
organizes and coordinates more than any of us 
will ever know. She has been serving the 
Farmville District for 30 years. Even so, you 
may have wondered what she looks like - since 
she does not like having her picture taken! 
 

Jay, and his wife, Ann, moved into the 
Farmville District parsonage the week of June 
21. Jay will serve as D.S. for both the Farmville 
and the James River Districts. May the love of 
God and neighbor grow among us Farmville 
District United Methodists, and may God bless 
Jay's time of leadership with us. To God be the 
glory! 

- Callie Walker, Chair  
Committee on Superintendency 

 
August Special Offering 

 

 
 

Heart Havens is a non-profit organization that 
provides residential support to adults with a 
developmental disability in a number of 
locations across Virginia. 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 
Stay Hydrated 

 
Hydration is important for a multitude of reasons.  Staying hydrated can 
help boost your mood, increase cognitive function, keep your joints 
lubricated, and keep your organs working properly.  All of these things 
are important for a happy and healthy life. 
 
Don't like "plain" water?  First, you can try flavoring water.  Lemon water is great and can be served 
hot or cold.  You can try refreshing cucumber, sliced strawberries, tangy limes, or something more 
tropical, like pineapple.  You can also consider adding herbs.  Fresh mint can make water even more 
refreshing.  Mix and match combinations to find whatever flavor makes your taste buds the happiest.  
There are also flavored water drops.  These are great to keep on hand for easy flavoring or to take 
with you when you're on the go.  Just be careful, some flavored water drops contain caffeine, which 
can make you dehydrated. 
 
You can also get fluids through consuming water-dense foods. Cucumbers, celery and berries can be 
great snacks to incorporate into your diet to help with hydration. 
 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
 

 
 
Opportunites for Growth and Service… 
 

It's that time again for our 2nd annual Virtual 5k fundraiser for All God's 
Children Camp. You can run/walk this race anytime on August 21 or any date 
and time that suits you! Don't forget to take a picture of yourself and share it on 
our All God's Children Camp Facebook page with the hashtag #agcc5k. For more 
information contact Lori Smith at lttlelori@gmail.com or register at 
https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/GlenAllen/AllGodsChildrenCamp 

 
2021 Lay Servant Academy Online Training August 21, 2021 9 am – 4 pm Both full-day 

and half-day course offerings! Lay Servant Academy is for all of the Virginia 
Conference Laity who feel called to ministry or who currently serve the church and 
would like to grow in their servant leadership. For more information or for questions, 
you may contact Tianna Durbin, Director of Lay Servant Academy 
TiannaD@arcolachurch.org or register at this link: 
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=623870& 

 
CHARGE CONFERENCES - All conferences are now set to take place on Wednesdays, 6:30 PM. 
The actual church location should be in the next newsletter.  For all clergy and laity who have 
mentioned that they miss seeing the DS in person, here is your opportunity. Charge Conferences will 
be in-person, by Circles. Mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend.  
 

• Brunswick Circle, September 29 
• Mecklenburg Circle, October 6 
• Halifax Circle, October 13  
• Lunenburg Circle, October 20 

• Buckingham/Cumberland Circle, October 27 
• Amelia-Nottoway Circle, November 3 
• Charlotte Circle, November 10 
• Appomattox-Prince Edward Circle, November 17 
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But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, 

and not of us. 
2 Corinthians 4:7 

 

Angels Cry 
By Lisa E. Clary © July 2021 
 
When angels cry, tears flow freely for what is lost 
They are weeping because they watched Jesus pay the cost 
 
Their angelic voices no longer sing praises in song 
They are in awe of the father forgiving all wrong 
 
When angels cry, they watch as those who believe receive mercy and grace 
They herald the ones who try to bring sinners to a new life place 
 
They watch as the Savior calls his children by name at the pearly gate 
They radiate joy, peace and love with no sign of hate 
 
When angels cry, they bow their heads to pray  
They watch for your thankfulness and how you appreciate the day 
 
When angels cry, they are brought to their knees at God's feet 
To know that what they will experience is a love so sweet. 
 
The angels cry when we place no value on faith, hope and love 
The sound from the crying resonates through all that is above 
 
The trumpet of the Lord will hail the coming of a great king 
The sound will echo far and wide as we listen to the bells ring 
 
Sins are forgiven as God brings his children back into the fold.  
He leads them home down streets paved in gold 
 
The angels cry when his children disobey his word 
He just wants to be listened to and have his voice be heard    
 
He is disappointed when the devil leads his captives astray  
His heart breaks when believers turn away 
 
The angels cry, but they know great things wait for you on the other side 
When the light was bright and God welcomed you in, the angels cried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

We will resume our 
weekly bible study soon.  

Stay tuned for details!  
 

General Conference 
 

August 29 – September 6, 2022 
in Minneapolis, Minn. 

 
September Special Offering 

Bread Box 
  

  
The Bread Box is a non-profit organization 

that helps supplement the food needs of 
those in the South Hill Area.   

Give as you feel led. 
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August 1 Linde Green 
August 4 Cameron Shook 
August 5 Dylan Willis 
August 6 Tony Thompson 
August 8 Tricia Waid 
August 10 Doris Peters 
August 10 Cora Randolph 
August 14 Jimmie Keith Crowder 
August 15 Kaitlyn Lynch 
August 18 Bo Randolph 
August 19 Jackson Taylor 
August 21 Nancy Jacobs 
August 23 Betty Burnette 
August 25 Curtis Glasgow 
August 25 Michelle Tanner 
August 25 Cynthia Thompson 
August 26 Betty Tanner 
August 27 Diane Nichols 
August 28 Ronnie Tatum 
August 28 Richard Watson 
August 29 Debra Crowder 
August 30 Altana Legg 
August 31 Sean Shafer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

September 1  Jimmy Walker   
September 4  Russ Green  
September 4  Mary Hardin  
September 8  Edward Wetherbee   
September 12 Laura Whitlock  
September 14 Martha Ware   
September 15  Tia Clary 
September 17  Sidney Puckett  
September 18 Susie Brack 
September 20 Paul Conner  
September 21 Jake Calhoun  
September 21 Debbe Creamer  
September 24 Susan Bowen  
September 24 Gavin Honeycutt  
September 26 Lyn Mills 
September 27 Shirley Wetherbee  
September 28 Dustin Crocker  
September 28 Tripp Sims  
September 29 Greg Nash 
September 30 Phyllis Bowers  
September 30 Jane Taylor 
 

          
 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 

 
 
Budget for 2021:                                  $241,480 
 

GF Offering received thru May 23, 2021:            $  118,942 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2021:                              49% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2020:                  49% 
  

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2021:               81 
 

YTD Avg Sunday School Attendance 2021:        18 
     
                

Phishing scams continue across 
the Virginia Conference 

Districts and local churches across the 
Virginia Conference continue to be the 
targets of phishing scams. Phishing is 
worldwide Internet-based fraud 
conducted by criminal businesses. 
Almost all information involved in a 
Phishing scam comes from email scans 
sourced from virus or malware-infected 
computers. Please be wary of any texts 
or emails being sent out that ask for 
assistance and/or funds.  
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Some services and activities are 
cancelled or postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Check the church 
website for announcements and 
updates. 
 
 
 
August 25th  Choir Rehearsal Resumes 
September 6th  Labor Day - Office Closed 
September 12th  Youth Kick off 
September 14th     Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 
September 14th  Prayer Shawl Resumes 6:30 pm 
September 15th  Oct/Nov Newsletter Articles Due 
September 19th    Church Council Mtg 12:15 pm 
October 6th  Charge Conference 6:30 pm 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 
Music 

Director/Organist 
Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative 
 

   

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 
Upcoming Events 
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Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
     Youth 5 pm 
 
Tuesdays: Bible Study – Coming Soon 
     7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  
     Choir Rehearsal suspended 
     8:00 pm AA Meeting  

Thursdays  
          Hundley Service suspended 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3    Upper Room Sale at 
  619 E. Atlantic St. 
          (1st, 2nd, & 3rd Saturday) 
 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 
  Shawl Meeting  
 

http://www.south/
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