
 Isaiah 40:3-5                                                                       

 3 A voice is crying out: “Clear the Lord’s way in the desert! Make a level highway in the wilderness for our God! 
4 Every valley will be raised up, and every mountain and hill will be flattened. Uneven ground will become level, and 
rough terrain a valley plain. 
5 The Lord’s glory will appear, and all humanity will see it together;  the Lord’s mouth has commanded it.”  
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This is the season of parties. 
We get together to 
celebrate. We get together 
with family, whether they 
are biological or chosen. As 
we gather and enjoy each 
other, let us not forget the 
reason we do. We are able 
to celebrate because of the 
gift of Jesus to us. We are 
able to celebrate even when 
we are struggling with life 
because of that same gift. 
Let us make sure we take 
time in our celebration to 
give thanks and recognize 
that God’s gift to us is not 
because we earned it on our 
own, but because God loves 
us enough to give it.  

Yes, this is the time we 
remember a touching story 
of struggle and birth. But it 
is so much more. In a time 
of upheaval and heavy-
handed governance that 
ruled with fear and terror 
for those that opposed, a 
baby was born that was the 
one to change the world by 
changing hearts. It was a 
counter-cultural shift that 
took power from the 
powerful and attributed it 
back toward God. This shift 
continues to shake the 
world by proving over and 
over that might does not 
make right. It’s a lesson we 
need to be reminded of 

today in our culture of self-reliance 
and a me-first mindset. 

Let us use this season to refocus 

our allegiance. Our primary 

identity and allegiance needs to be 

toward Christ and the work of love 

and grace that he shared with the 

world; work that continues today 

through the Holy Spirit. People, 

governments, and even ourselves 

will not and cannot save us. That is 

God’s job. The mountains and 

valleys of life are very real, and at 

times of our own creation. When 

we listen to the Holy Spirit and 

begin to make a way for Christ in 

our lives and world, the rough 

becomes navigable and the Lord’s 

glory will be made visible.  

‘Tis the Season. Hallelujah! 

                                    Yours in Christ, 
                                         Pastor Brian 
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The Wings Ministry at South Hill UMC was started in 2016 by Susan Carroll. The ministry, named for the 
shape of the shield,  makes feminine hygiene kits for girls and women in developing countries. Susan was in-
spired by an online program and took her sample to Gleaning for the World who then trained her on what 
was needed for each kit. From 2016-2020 a total of 4,263 kits have been sent to Haiti and countries in Africa 
as well as Central and South America. 

Menstruation is a taboo subject in a lot of countries and these kits help women feel empowered during their 
menstrual cycle. Kits include a cloth tote bag, two shields, eight pad liners, two pairs of underwear,   four 
wooden clothespins, two plastic bags,  and a bar of soap.  

The ministry meets on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 am to 12:00 and are looking for more volunteers to help 
in a variety of ways. Anyone can help and they will be happy to teach anyone to sew, but they also need people 
to fold, cut, and pack kits. They are currently working on 400 kits for Honduras and also making  
fleece blankets for Afghan refugees at Ft. Pickett.  

Current members of the ministry are: Susan Carroll, Debbie Creamer, Martha Lee, Ocle Sadler, Laura Jane 
Rash, Susie Michler, Kim Clary, Kathy Reynolds, and Ida Bowen. 

Please call the church to schedule a time to drop off any donated items for the Wing’s Ministry during regular 
office hours. 

We greatly appreciate everyone’s acts of kindness which make a 
huge difference to the quality of life of these young women.  

Items needed for donations to continue empowering women of 
different countries. 

Wooden Clothes pins 
Gallon size double zip freezer bags 
Small size soaps such as hotel soaps. Must be sealed package. 
Wash cloths 
Solid colors flannel fabric 
Girls briefs: sizes 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 

 

Left to right: Debbie Creamer, Martha Lee, 

Susan Carroll, Ocle Sadler, Laura Jane Rash 

Excited recipients of the feminine hygiene kits from the Wing’s Ministry. 

Map above is places around the world which  

volunteers have improved the quality of life of over 

4000 young women and counting! 



 

Healthy Winter Snacks To Fill You Up, Not Out 

 Shirley Wetherbee © 2021 

Winter can be a tricky time if you're watching your weight.  The holidays are famous for temptingly rich food 
feasts.  And with shorter daylight hours, outdoor exercise might not be so appealing.  Choosing healthy 
snacks is one small way to help ward off added weight.  Foods high in fiber, like whole grains, fruits and  
vegetables, are nutritious and filling.  If you focus on foods you find delicious, you won't feel deprived. 

Smart Snacks 
A few ideas, how about: 
 Apple or banana chips, roast your own and add your favorite spices like cinnamon or ginger. 

 Clementine's, these make great grab and go winter treats. 

 Pistachios, choose an unsalted variety for a heart-healthy snack. 

 Trail mix, how about pumpkin and sunflower seeds, nuts and dried fruit. 

 Whole wheat pretzels.  Break big bags into snack size portions. 

 Baby carrots and broccoli florets,  Try dipping them in hummus for a protein boost. 

 Baked pears.  They make a melt in your mouth snack or dessert. 

These are just a few ideas, be creative and make your own favorite snacks! 
From our house to yours, I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Blessed New Year. 

Health and Wellness   
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Our Christmas Eve Service will be held on Friday, December 24th at 5:00 pm in the 

sanctuary. Please note that 100% of the offering received for this service will be giv-

en to the United Methodist Family Services. UMFS does not receive any funds 

through church apportionments. Your generous gift goes directly to UMFS to sup-

port high-risk children, empowering them to contribute to society as engaged  

citizens.  

In the event that worship service is cancelled due to inclement weather  

announcements will be available on: 

 The church website, voicemail as well as Facebook page. 

 WRIC-TV channel 8 Richmond   www.wric.com 

 WRAL-TV channel 5 Raleigh         www.wral.com 

I would like to heartily thank all who gave expressions of appreciation during Pastor Appreciation month. I 
do feel greatly appreciated.  The work we do together is not always easy, especially in the last two years. Hav-
ing that feeling of support goes a long way to keep up the enthusiasm and  
passion for the work ahead.  

Thank you, 

Pastor Brian 
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Another year is coming to a close, and as we embark on a new year, Our 

2021 Christmas Cantata “Christmas Canticles” will be performed at 

5:00pm on Sunday, December 12. Come hear this joyous message of what 

is behind Christmas.  

 The Birthday Party for Jesus is a long-time tradition at South Hill UMC 

when we celebrate the birth of Jesus by helping to purchase Christmas 

gifts for needy children referred through Social Services. A program will 

be given on Sunday, December 12th at 9:45 AM in the chapel during 

Sunday school classes.  

A Wish list for gifts is located on the Sunday School bulletin board. 

Unwrapped gifts should be brought to church no later than December 

13th or  delivered to the church office prior to that date. 

Thank you for making a difference. 
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GOD HAS SAVED MY PLACE  

Lisa E. Clary © 2021 

There is an empty seat ahead of me in the front row 

People trying to get to it to be able to see the show 

They are being turned to the left and right instead of going straight head 

They are just following the set path and going where they are being led 

Some are stumbling along as if they are not quite sure where to go 

But I seem to be moving ahead in that direction and I just know 

The light is shining bright and illuminating the chair from the stage 

Just waiting for the next script and actor to turn over the page  

So many are being sent around as they hustle to and fro 

Trying to find a place to wait to hear if their name is on the list 

They don't want to be passed over or even get dismissed 

All others wander as I walk ahead getting closer to the front  

Others are shuffling around looking for their place as they are on the hunt 

The focus is on the empty seat now as it the last one 

But it seems that no one is getting closer and the movement is done 

Things slow down and some just give up and move to the side 

Standing in the shadows it seems as if they are trying to hide.  

The empty chair up front is the only place left to sit 

It seems that many tried hard to move forward to get close enough to it 

I step ahead and notice that all has slowed down and it is no longer a race 

I am the only one in the line now and as I move forward I realize God has saved my place. 
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December 03   Joshua Merrel 

December 03 Charles Warren 

December 05 Nick Faulconer  

December 05 Christy Stewart  

December 06 Nancy Conner  

December 07 Mike Berryman  

December 07 Brady Burke  

December 09 Mason Mills 

December 09 Jessica Pearce  

December 10 Hayden Blair  

December 10 Mindy Shafer  

December 11 Jo Beth Hardin 

December 11 Jon Hardin  

December 12 Libbie Calhoun  

December 12 Anne Cole  

December 13 Katie Comiskey  

December 13 Killian Snead  

December 15 Glen Cox  

December 16 Brian Crutchfield  

December 17 Hilary Tackett 

December 18 Matthew Hunt  

December 18 Sue Justis  

December 18 Mary Tatum  

December 20 Chuck Liles  

December 20 Jane Wells  

December 21 Josh McGarvey 

December 21 Earl Rowley  

December 21 Lucy Walker   

December 22 Holly Gillispie  

December 22 Lisa Rowley 

December 23 Samantha Pearce  

December 24 Holly Siegle  

December 26 Marc Ballance 

December 26 Ann Nichols  

December 29 Jan Fussell  

December 31 Sam Carroll  

      

January 01   Lee  Siegle  

January 02 Madison Hoyle  

January 02 Michael Tucker  

January 05 Elizabeth Black  

January 07 Peter Hunt 

January 09 Scott Jackson  

January 12 Buck Calhoun  

January 12 Brian Gittman  

January 12 Carrie Wilson  

January 13 Doug Carroll  

January 13 Jeff Thompson 

January 13 Clai Worley  

January 14 Herbert Lee Farrar  

January 14 Clara Spence 

January 14 Ruby Spence  

January 15 Ruth Kirsch  

January 16 Skyler Wells   

January 17 Charles Moseley  

January 17 Ben Taylor  

January 19 Garnet Queen 

January 19 Kathy Sims  

January 19 Leia Verghese  

January 20 Philip Ware 

January 21 Ed Walker 

January 22 Doug Child  

January 24 John Edward Taylor 

January 25 Kyle Tanner  

January 26 Kristen DeJarnette  

January 27 Paul Johnson  

January 27 Amanda Shook 

January 28 Amy Lynch  

January 29 Cynthia Carter  

January 29 Steven Furr  

January 29 Henry Ponton  

January 29 Charles Spears 
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Budget for 2021: $242,480                            

GF Offering received thru October 2021:  $136,132 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2021: 62.4% 

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2021: 99.5% 

Please note that we always greatly appreciate your giving in any form but wanted to make you 
aware of the fees associated with processing online giving through Vanco paid by the Church: 

 Visa, Mastercard and Discover 2.75% of donation plus a $ .45 fee 

 American Express 3.5% of donation plus a $ .45 fee 

 ACH payments from checking 1% of donation plus $ .45 fee 

Thank you a from South Hill United Methodist Church for your support, kindness and  
generosity. 

Please join us in welcoming our 

new members: 

Al & Nancy Veeck 

and 

Glenn & Charlotte Johnson 

South Hill UMC Youth created Good Samaritan 

boxes for children in need this  holiday season.  



Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 

Upcoming Events 

South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, VA  23970 

434-447-4761 

office @southhillumc.org 

www.southillumc.org 
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Address Service Requested 

Some services and activities are cancelled 
or postponed due to the COVID-19  
pandemic. Check the church website for 
announcements and updates. 

December 2   Farmville District Conference 
6:30pm 

December 3   Christmas Tree Lighting 6:00 pm 
December 4    Let Heaven & Nature Sing 
                          Community Concert 5:30 pm 
December 5   Town Christmas Parade 2:00 pm 
December 12  Christmas Cantata 5:00 pm 
December 19   Staff Parish Committee 
December 24  Christmas Eve Worship 5:00 pm 
December 25  Christmas Day  
December 31   New Year’s Eve 
January     1     New Year’s Day 
January    9      Staff Parish Committee 
 
 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 
Sundays:  
Regular Worship Services  

Tuesdays:  
Bible Study 10 am 
Upper Room Sale 1 pm – 5 pm 
Synago 7:30 pm  

Wednesdays:  
Choir Rehearsal 8 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm  

Fridays:    
Sobriety Group 8:00 pm  
Saturdays:  
Upper Room Sale 8 am – 3 pm 

(All except last Saturday of month) 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 
Music Director/

Organist 
Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 
Melanie Ribeiro 


